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Purity. Sensuality. Intelligence.

This open-plan interior in Berlin offers ample space for cooking and socializing. It combines  
a wall-mounted b3 system with a bulthaup monoblock.

Sleek sandy-beige aluminum panels from floor to ceiling on the kitchen wall contrasts  
with the texture of the brick in the dining and living area. The look and feel of the aluminum 
changes with the light, and introduces additional elegance and warmth to the room.  
Moreover, bulthaup’s unique anodizing method ensures the aluminum surfaces are excep- 
tionally robust, and well suited for kitchen use. 

To see what else bulthaup kitchens have to offer, please contact your African retail partner  
domum.bulthaup.com

In Partnership with



bulthaup cape town
Domum Africa (Pty) Ltd
Waterway House 
Canal District, V&A Waterfront
Cape Town 8002
Tel. +27 (0)21 419 5445
info@domum.co.za

bulthaup johannesburg
Domum Africa (Pty) Ltd
9 Kramer Road 
Kramerville
Johannesburg 2148
Tel. +27 (0)11 262 5257
info@domum.co.za
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 33 COLLABORATION The Sanlam 
Handmade Contemporary Fair 

 34 BODY OF WORK Moonchild Sanelly

 36 SHOPPING Get inspired by our 
culture clash of decor suggestions

 42 ART DETAIL Meet Italian ‘furniture 
sculptor’ Vincenzo de Cotiis 
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 52 LIGHT BOX We visit fashion designer
Rich Mnisi’s boldly colourful apartment
in Maboneng, Johannesburg  

 60 MOODY HUES Designer Dicey du
Toit’s abode in Port Elizabeth combines
sensual textures with washes of colour

 68 ALL CHANGE The Paris apartment of
art director Jean-Christophe Aumas is
a beautiful work in progress 

 76 GO EAST A heritage manor house in
Joburg blends Japanese design ideas
with its owners’ remarkable collections

 84 OPEN SOURCE Designed by South
African architects, this Sydney home is
perfect for an indoor-outdoor lifestyle

 

92 PINPOINT Expect the unexpected in
our hit list of all the best things to eat,
shop and do in burgeoning and very
hospitable Bloemfontein

95 FOOD & DRINKS NEWS Savour all
things spring with a train trip to the
new Elgin Railway Market or taste
the tang of a new kombucha blend

96 GARDEN It’s pteridomania time: we
explore the world of ferns with a visit

growing these beauties yourself

102 FOOD Celebrate the season – and
its fresh crop of vegetables – with
these light, easy and delicious plant-
based dishes

108 TRAVEL Heed Porto’s call and plan
a visit to Portugal’s scenic second city
soon with our detailed guide to the
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subscribe

  ON THE COVER Photograph by 
Stephan Julliard/Tripod Agency

 8 EDITOR’S LETTER Tiaan Nagel talks 
fresh starts – and our shoppable pages 

 10 HOUSEANDLEISURE.CO.ZA  

 14 HOUSE AND LEISURE’S ONLINE SHOP 

26  PERSPECTIVE For Malibongwe Tyilo, 
it’s not just where you live, but how

 90 SUBSCRIBE & WIN 
could win a R1 000 Nespresso gift card

114 COMPETITION: LG ELECTRONICS One 
lucky reader will win a home-appliance 
combo worth R41 000 

126 STOCKISTS

 128 STYLE PROFILE Meet Lisa Storer

116 KITCHEN COOL From bold new
appliance options (both large and
small) to stylish kitchen seating

rounded up 76 great ideas for
updating the heart of your home

122 NEWS On-trend pieces for your
living room (page 122), outdoor
space (page 123), bedroom (page
124) and bathroom (page 125)

36

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

S
: 

IN
G

E
 P

R
IN

S
, 
S

U
P

P
L

IE
D

For current print subscription offers, 

email subs@magsathome.co.za or call 087-405-2221. To download 

the digital edition of House and Leisure, visit houseandleisure.co.za.
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bout four months ago my wife and I – with our son Raf, of course – moved 

into a new house, a change prompted by the fact that we wanted a bigger 

garden for Raf but, equally importantly, it was a move into a place that 

embraced its garden and allowed for greater outdoor entertaining. Our 

previous home, a typical post-war Parkhurst cottage, was perfect in every 

way, except for the fact (one we realised only after renovating it) that we 

more or less ignored the patio and garden completely. 

The patio was beautiful – with its herringbone-laid slate floor and the 

carefully curated pots of herbs – but overall it lacked personality as well 

as proper space in which to live outdoors. It was also way too late into 

the game when we realised the beautiful silver birch trees we’d planted, 

selected for the way their white trunks would look against the white walls 

(I know, I’m exhausting even myself here) would take more than a few seasons to create some much-needed shade. 

So, like all normal human beings, we went from one extreme to another and bought the complete opposite: a very old house that needs 

major renovations (it’s literally falling apart; in some of the bathrooms, the hot-water pipes are completely calcified, and the garage roof is 

about to implode) but it has the dreamiest old garden, which was established over the course of the past 30 years. Sure, a few of the trees are 

taking over and causing havoc with some of the plumbing (the boundary walls and crumbling paving also attest to root ‘intervention’) and the 

shrubs that originally created miniature hedges between the lawn and flowerbeds have turned into large green walls over time… Fun for Raf, 

but a major challenge for me and his mother, who are trying to figure out how to landscape a garden for the first time. 

As spring has commenced, though, the heavy scent of jasmine is starting to take over the garden, and all kinds of other creepers and 

shrubs are also making it beautifully scented after the dry winter. Plus the old but charming wisteria is slowly starting to blossom again, 

a thick green mass punctuated with sharp lilac flowers. And then there are the clivias, whose blooms – in every shade of vermilion as well 

as a beautiful, creamy off-white – are popping through the overgrown groundcover.

In spite of the fact that we are living in this crumbling old home with obvious renovation concerns, the garden is taking priority. Weekends 

are spent pruning back dried branches, and during chilled sundowner sessions and casual braais with friends, we are no longer crammed into 

the kitchen, but enjoying being outside. We even have the most beautiful straw birdhouse – so it’s a pity, unfortunately, that Raf and the cats 

refuse to allow the birds to settle in…

In short, with our new wraparound garden, my previous ‘I want to live in a white gallery space’ thinking is out and now I’m a little obsessed 

with creating a magical (but still modern, of course) farmhouse in the heart of Parktown North, and essentially letting the garden take the 

lead. I’m not sure where we will end up, but what I know for sure, considering the calmness and quietness we are experiencing now, is that it 

can’t be the wrong approach. 

Serendipitously, this issue is also dedicated to new beginnings. For this spring edition, we looked at interiors that invite nature in and 

embrace the outdoors in a variety of ways – whether that’s via texture and colour, or beautiful windows or terraces, or by using a phalanx of 

indoor plants. I hope you enjoy this issue, and even more so, that it works as a reminder for you to (also!) spend more time outdoors.

*How to use the QR codes 
Find the QR code reader on your Facebook app by clicking the menu button. 
Under ‘Explore’, select ‘QR Code’ and scan the code.

1.  Scan the QR code below to watch our ready-to-shop video

2. Enter your email address to sign up to our newsletter 

3. You’re ready! You’re now automatically entered to stand a chance to win R5 000

WIN R5 000
– Editor

Follow me x tiaannagel
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Cape Town:  021 510 2846  |  Paarden Eiland 

Johannesburg:  011 262 3117  |  Sandton 

Durban:  031 000 1000  |  Umhlanga

enquiry@oggie.co.za

www.oggieflooring.com
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      GARDENS Don’t forget to check out our social feeds 
this month for all sorts of bold, beautiful plant-related inspiration. 

houseandleisure

House And LeisurehouseleisureSA

houseandleisure

 BREAKING THE MOULD 
Casting entire plants in bronze and sterling silver, South 
African artist Nic Bladen’s extraordinary botanical sculptures 
are Jurassic-like in their preservation. Join us this month as we 
feature artists working creatively in the botanical arts. 

VILLEROY & BOCH
The Bath and Wellness 
Collection

 

37 Paarden Eiland Rd, Cape Town - Tel: 021 5117888 

E-mail: info@flushbathrooms.co.za  

www.flushbathrooms.co.za 

www.vi l leroy-boch.com

Venticello f loor mounted rimless toilet

SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT

LIVING PAPER 
In an effort to innovate 
your reading experience, 
House and Leisure has 
made parts of its pages 
shoppable. Use a QR 
reader (accessible on the 
Facebook app or in the 
App store) to scan your 
favourite product’s QR 
code for a direct pathway 
to find it online. 

INSIGHTS. NEWS. INSPIRATION: OUR WORLD 

OF ONLINE CONTENT

GREEN FINGERS

WHETHER IT’S AN INNER-

 CITY BALCONY BURSTING  

 WITH SUCCULENTS, OR  

 A VERDANT, ROSE-FILLED

 SPACE, CELEBRATE

 GARDEN DAY WITH US

 ON 21 OCTOBER.
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CLOCKWISE FROM 

TOP RIGHT 

1. Brut Reserve MCC 

(R245), Saltare 2. Handmade 

ceramic bowls by Malusi 

(R128 each; 6.5×16cm), and 

3. Grey ceramic platter by 

Lwazi (R395; medium), all KIN 

Culture Shop 4. Porcelain 

Sun and Moon earrings 

(R350), Nina Bosch 5. Waves 

tote bag in Sky Blue (R700; 

(34×36cm), Lichen & Leaf 

6. Rosy Lemon bath & body 

oil (R224; 500ml), Mies 

7. Linen/cotton cross-back 

apron by Lulama (R480), 

KIN Culture Shop. (Find 

all these items and many 

more in the House and 

Leisure shop at shop. 

houseandleisure.co.za.)

2

56

7

3

4

COMPILED BY CHRIZANDA BOTHA  

PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED

With summer around the corner, turn to cool 
neutrals to suit the season: browse our selection 
of favourites – handpicked by our editors – on 
shop.houseandleisure.co.za. Simply scan 
the QR code alongside each item to purchase it. 

SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT
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The race to post, tweet and chat 

every minute has made it hard  

to know what’s real. And it’s 

making magazine brands matter 

more than ever. Truth is, their 

authoritative content is more 

trusted, inspiring and motivating 

than any other. 

Magazine media cuts through 

the clutter, in print, online, on 

mobile and video.

#BelieveMagMedia   |  BelieveMagMedia.com
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PRODUCTION CHRIZANDA BOTHA PHOTOGRAPHS INGE PRINS
LOCATION BABYLONSTOREN

A

CLOCKW ISE FROM BOTTOM
Three-drawer Componibili storage unit in Chrome by Anna 
Castelli Ferrieri for Kartell R3 780, True Design; stoneware 
Cactus vase by Burgon & Ball R224, Fineandfabulous.co.za; 
Masters Metallic chair in Titanium by Philippe Starck for Kartell 
R7 670, True Design; Carpenters dining table in French oak with 
Grey oil finish R63 940 (1×4.2m), James Mudge; (on table, from 
left) glass oval vase R429 (large), crystal Sophie tumbler by 
David Jones R180, textured highball glasses in Indigo R55 each, 
and circular bamboo placemat in White R100, all Woolworths; 
Festa dinner plates in Azul R155 each, and Festa bowls in Azul 
R110 each (large), all Haus by Hertex; nickel-plated brass jug 
with leather handle by David Jones R999 (1.7 ), Woolworths; 
Festa salad bowl in Azul R300 (medium), Haus by Hertex; 
woven Umtsala bowl R345 and woven Umtsala tray R430, 
both by Madwa, and Falcon tea towel R298, all Pezula Interiors. 
16-piece Pompadour flatware set in Stonewashed from R1 750, 
Haus by Hertex; Dune tray in Crystal by Mario Bellini for Kartell 
R1 300, True Design; Beldi wallpaper in Deep Jungle from the 
Cape to Casablanca collection R1 035/roll (53cm×10.05m), Hertex.

V I E W  curate
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CLOCKWISE FROM FAR LEFT 
Seagrass Segment rug in Natural 
from the Out of Africa collection 
R4 850 (2.4m diameter), Hertex; 

Madras packing table R27 995 
(0.85×2.7m), La Grange Interiors; 

(on bottom shelf, from left) storage 
baskets with handles by Madwa 
R950 each, Pezula Interiors; (in 

baskets, from left) mohair Duck Egg 
blanket and mohair Clear Skies 

travel blanket R1 230 each 
(1.3×1.8m), both Mohair Mill Shop; 
mirrored sidetables R7 999 each, 

Delos; (on sidetables, from left) 
woven Umtsala bowl by Madwa 

R345, Pezula Interiors; Kelim towel 
R420 (0.95×1.75m) and Kelim throw 

R780 (1.9×2.2m), both The Cotton 
Company; (on table, from left) 

Cindy table lamps in Gunmetal by 
Ferruccio Laviani for Kartell R3 700 

each, True Design; woven Umtsala 
bowl R345 and grass Indigo brush 

R342, both by Madwa, Pezula 
Interiors; ceramic Box vase in Ivory 

by Vorster & Braye R474, Okha; 
twine and scissors by Nutscene 

Mill Bobbin R325 (for set), 
Fineandfabulous.co.za; Plumes 

wallpaper in Indigo from the Birds 
of a Feather collection R1 824/roll 
(53cm×10.05m), Hertex; ceramic 

Box vase in Bronze by Vorster 
& Braye R867, Okha; ceramic Brazza 

vase by Elena Salmistraro from the 
Primates collection for Bosa 

R15 588, Créma; grey cement Orilla 
pot R3 550 (40×40cm), La Grange 

Interiors; (in pot) grass Indigo 
brushes by Madwa R342 each, 

Pezula Interiors; Draw hoe in 
stainless steel by Burgon & Ball 

R795, Fineandfabulous.co.za.

V I E W  curate



A BOV E, CLOCKW ISE FROM BOTTOM
Seagrass Segment rug in Natural from the Out of Africa collection 
R4 850 (2.4m diameter), Hertex; Masters Metallic chairs in Titanium, 
Black and Chrome by Philippe Starck for Kartell R7 670 each, True 
Design; handmade oversized wheat-straw Atlantis hat R1 750, 
Crystal Birch; Carpenters table in French oak with Grey oil finish 
R63 940 (1×4.2m), James Mudge; (on table, from left) woven 
Umtsala bowl by Madwa R345, Pezula Interiors; Beldi wallpaper 
in Deep Jungle from the Cape to Casablanca collection R900/roll 
(53cm×10.05m), Hertex; handmade Sumatra pots R1 410 each and 
handmade Dragon pots R1 300 each, all Pezula Interiors; Dune tray 
in Crystal by Mario Bellini for Kartell R1 300, True Design; woven 
Umtsala tray by Madwa R430, Pezula Interiors; Bassano sidetable 
on wheels R4 995 (large; 45×60cm), La Grange Interiors.

R IGHT, CLOCKW ISE FROM LEFT
Madras packing table R27 995 (0.85×2.7m), La Grange Interiors; 
(on table, from left) Plumes wallpaper in Indigo from the Birds of 
a Feather collection R1 824/roll (53cm×10.05m), Hertex; ceramic Box 
vase in Bronze by Vorster & Braye R867, Okha; twine and scissors by 
Nutscene Mill Bobbin R325 (for set), Fineandfabulous.co.za; ceramic 
Box vase in Ivory by Vorster & Braye R474, Okha; grass Indigo brush 
R342 and woven Umtsala bowl R345, both by Madwa, Pezula Interiors.

OPPOSITE, CLOCKW ISE FROM BOTTOM LEFT 
Stainless-steel Ladies’ Groundbreaker spade R999, digging fork R1 195 
and Draw hoe R795, all by Burgon & Ball, Fineandfabulous.co.za; 
handmade Retro chest of drawers R13 110 (0.88×1.04m), Weylandts; 
(on chest of drawers, from left) Dune tray in Crystal by Mario Bellini for 
Kartell R1 300, True Design; black watering can R990, Pezula Interiors; 
Bassano sidetable on wheels R4 995 (large; 45×60cm), La Grange 
Interiors; (on sidetable) woven Libhuma tray by Madwa R1 640, Pezula 
Interiors; oval vase R429 (large), Woolworths; (in vase) stainless steel 
compost scoop R399, transplanter R299 and Sophie Conran potting 
sieve R386, all by Burgon & Ball, Fineandfabulous.co.za; Herringbone 
handtowels in White R165 each (45×90cm), The Cotton Company; Sophie 
Conran Gauntlet gloves by Burgon & Ball R379, Fineandfabulous.co.za.

24     H L  |  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8

F
O

R
 S

U
P

P
L

IE
R

S
’ 
D

E
TA

IL
S

 S
E

E
 T

H
E

 S
T

O
C

K
IS

T
S

 P
A

G
E



V I E W  curate



P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

: 
C

A
R

L
A

 L
A

T
S

K
Y

’ve lived in four South African cities. As

a student I stayed in Port Elizabeth, East

London, and then Johannesburg all in

fairly quick succession, before choosing Cape

Town as my home towards the end of 1999.

Then there was a time when Cape Town and

I almost broke up. In 2007 I decided to move

back to Joburg to work at the head office of

a major clothing retailer.

I’d visited Johannesburg a few times in

the years since I left it in 1999, and had a

somewhat romantic, nostalgic recollection of

the couple of years I spent there as a student,

living in mid-to-late-’90s Yeoville, and later,

Norwood’s Grant Avenue. But something in

me was different when I landed on 16 July

2007. Years of coastal living and easy access

to natural beauty had irreversibly affected

how I liked to live.

Over the year that followed, I spent time

getting reacquainted with the City of Gold.

On a few occasions, I tried to incorporate the

scenic drives I loved so much in Cape Town

into my Joburg life: a trip to Parys, another

to the Magaliesberg. But those moments

felt so detached from my day-to-day life. So

a year and three months after moving back

to Joburg, shortly before my 30th birthday,

once again I packed up for Cape Town.

Fortunately, my partner was also ready

to make a change. We loaded everything we

could into my tiny car and made the journey

in search of a quality of life that was better

aligned with our temperaments. And for

that first couple of years back in the Western

Cape, almost every weekend included some

sort of picturesque road trip. Whenever we
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V I E W  perspective

could, budget allowing, we’d book into some

small town. Mountain hikes and seaside jogs

eventually became a regular part of our lives.

The biggest lesson of the past decade has

been that as much as I love a break from the

city, it should never be an event so removed

from my daily life that it’s something I only

do for a couple of weeks at some point in the

year. No. The elements I like in a holiday

should be moments I am able to enjoy in

smaller doses throughout the year, without

incurring ridiculous expenses.

I’ve become a bit of a workaholic more

recently. But being able to jump into my car

and enjoy a Sunday drive around the Cape

Peninsula, or perhaps a Saturday relaxing on

a lagoon at the West Coast National Park, feels

like a getaway. Even a simple morning walk up

the city bowl’s Lion’s Head sprinkles a bit of

holiday dust into my days.

Realising that has led to other changes

in my life; after many years of trying, I’ve 

finally settled on a system that makes it 

possible to work completely as a freelancer. 

Yes, my workdays are often longer than they 

were when I had to go into an office. And 

some weeks are seven-day work periods. But 

none of it feels like a strain. Other than when 

I go out to interview people or for meetings, 

I do my work from home, surrounded by 

familiar textures of my own choosing – and 

while I do like to dress up, some days are 

spent toiling in my pyjamas. 

Just the other day, halfway through my 

working day, I got tired of sitting in front 

of my computer and I was craving a snack.   

I remembered I had a bag of sesame seeds 

I

UP AND AWAY

and a couple of cans of chickpeas. So I made  

tahini and then hummus. I’m not a big fan of  

baking bread, so I popped out to the cute –

and mildly pretentious – new neighbourhood 

store for a loaf of sourdough to make toast.

There was no rush and I took far more time

than I should have taken. A couple of hours

later I got back to the computer, feeling

relaxed, and I worked into the night.

Of course, not every job can be done from 

home, and some occupations require us to

live where we do. But I think a good place

for all of us to start is by thinking about the

quality of life that we want – not just when

we go on holiday or when we retire, but every 

day. And then to find ways to inject that

quality into our lives. For me, that included

moving cities and completely changing the

way I make my living.  malibongwe

SWARTBERG MOUNTAINS

If you haven’t yet done so, take time to 

drive through the picturesque Swartberg 

Pass between Oudtshoorn and Prince 

Albert, on the northern edge of the 

Klein Karoo in the Western Cape. 

QABIMBOLA (AKA HOGSBACK)

This little village atop the Amathole 

mountains in the Eastern Cape is one of 

the most underrated getaways in South 

Africa. Although popular in summer, it 

also makes for a perfect winter escape, 

when it’s occasionally covered in snow. 





Designer Frances van Hasselt pays tribute to the place 
she calls home through beautiful, handcrated mohair
rugs that are inspired by its intricate landscapes

I G

T H IS SPR EA D, 
FROM LEFT
Along with the Eastern Cape, 
the semiarid Karoo region in the 
Western Cape is home to a number 
of Angora goats, who are perfectly 
at ease in its hot, dry summers, 
cold winters, and semi-desert 
vegetation. The fine mohair they 
produce makes South Africa one of 
the biggest global producers of this 
sustainable natural fibre; designer 
Frances van Hasselt, at her family’s 
Prince Albert farm in the Great 
Karoo, surrounded by raw and 
processed mohair, as well as rugs 
and samples from her company 
Frances VH Mohair. 
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I
t all began on the southern edge of the Great 

Karoo. This semi-arid region of the Western 

Cape is where Frances van Hasselt spent her 

childhood. It is what inspires her – and it’s the 

birthplace of the world’s finest mohair. 

Working with the luxurious yarn was 

always on the cards for Frances, who developed 

a love for it early on. ‘I grew up on a farm with 

a family who is passionate about Angora goats, 

which produce mohair. ‘I’ve always wanted 

to create an end product from it,’ she says, 

adding that working with the textile fibre 

was a ‘personal hobby’ at first. 

That hobby has now developed into a 

growing concern: Frances designs and sells 

exquisite handcrafted mohair rugs through 

her company, Frances VH Mohair, whose 

Raw Landscapes range uses raw, unprocessed 

mohair, while the Karoo Plains collection is 

made from machine-washed, combed mohair. 

The third range, Patterned Places, is inspired 

by the shapes and colours of South Africa. 

The idea for the business was born from 

a realisation Frances had while working in the 

fashion industry. Having been in the business in 

SA and in Asia, she noticed there were very few 

locally manufactured mohair products on the 

market. ‘South Africa produces the majority of 

the world’s mohair and processes almost all of 

it, but we export about 80% of this in a very raw 

format. So we never get to see what can be done 

with it here,’ she says.

This was something she could change with 

her beautiful rugs. Initially, Frances was 

discouraged by the limited resources available 

in our local textile industry, which posed 

a hindrance to her vision. ‘I was so frustrated 

when I started,’ she says, ‘because I knew what 

I wanted to create. I had done a residency in a 

textile house in Japan and there was so much 

that could be done there [in terms of industrial 

resources].’ But Frances received some good 

advice from Masaki Sato, head designer of 

Japanese textile house Sato Seni, which changed 

her way of thinking. ‘He said, “Stop forcing 

something that you don’t have. Start looking 

at what you do have; then you can compete on 

a global scale – but provide something that the 

rest of the world is not doing”.’

So Frances changed her mindset and set  

off on a mission to learn. She travelled around 

the country for a few months, gathering 

knowledge, and in the process, discovered 

a group of women in the Eastern Cape who 

are skilled handloom weavers. They were 

the key that opened up an opportunity for 

the business. She had found a way to create 

her designs in the most authentic way, while 

creating a demand for the disappearing 

art of weaving by hand, at the same time 

empowering the women who do it. 

‘Essentially what we do is link these rural, 

artisanal women and this traditional craft to 

designers and to a global marketplace,’ she  

says. ‘When you combine all of this, you end  

up with a product that is unique, and which  

people want to buy – not just because it has  

an African story, but because it is the best,  

and you can’t find anything else like it.’ 

When it comes to telling that African 

story, Frances didn’t want a generic ‘blanket’ 

narrative. She wanted something uniquely 

Karoo, and this is translated through her 

minimalist, bold designs. ‘What I’m trying to 

do with the brand is create an awareness of 

the area,’ she says. ‘It is an amazing, unique 

area in the world, and the home of Angora goat 

farming. From the earth, to the plants and 

animals, and the simple Karoo architecture 

– that is what inspires our colours, our 

textures and then, ultimately, our designs.’ 

All of this is clearly reflected in Frances’ 

products. At first glance, the Karoo can seem 

vast and empty, but on closer inspection, it 

reveals an intricate complexity. Similarly, when 

you look closely at the craftsmanship of the rugs, 

you appreciate just how much has gone into the 

making of each one.  francesvh.com



TH IS PAGE, CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP LEFT
A member of the Van Hasselt family’s herd; the stoep 
at Akkedis Cottage in Prince Albert hosts a rug from 
Bofred’s Homestead collaboration (bofred.co.za); 
‘classing’ mohair into different categories; natural Karoo 
vegetation includes a variety of succulents; raw and 
processed mohair, set to become a luxurious yarn; the 
Patterned Places range is inspired by the shapes and 
hues of South African landscapes; Angora goats graze 
on local flora; Bofred’s ‘Hill’ runner hangs on windmill 
in Akkedis Cottage’s garden.

OPPOSITE PAGE, CLOCKW ISE FROM 
TOP LEFT
Rug samples and yarn spools reflect the colours of 
the Karoo; like Angora goats, cacti thrive in this region; 
detail of colour and texture from a rug collab with NY-
based lifestyle brand Karu (karu.world); a Karoo house 
blends in with the stark beauty of its surrounds.

V I E W  design

SCAN HERE FOR 
A VIDEO OF THE RUG-

MAKING PROCESS

HOUSEANDLEISURE.CO.ZA



V I E W motoring

ith a 20-year legacy in South 

Africa, the Ford Focus has been 

a fierce rival to the Volkswagen 

Golf since 1998. The company’s fourth-

generation Focus is considered an all-new 

car, but with the same brand DNA. It’s not 

often that a manufacturer gets the chance 

to build a brand-new car from a ‘blank piece 

of paper,’ says Joe Bakaj, vice president of 

product development for Ford Europe. ‘We 

developed the best mid-size family car that 

money can buy.’

Ford customers can look forward to 

the most sophisticated range of driver-

assistance technology ever offered to 

them. On the new Focus 1.5 ST-Line, Ford 

Co-Pilot360 technology includes Adaptive 

Cruise Control with Stop & Go, Speed Sign 

Recognition and Lane-Centering, which 

maintains a safe following distance, keeps 

the vehicle in the centre of the lane and 

adjusts the speed to within legal limits 

by monitoring road and speed signs.

For commuters who frequently spend 

time in bumper-to-bumper traffic, the Stop 

& Go technology is a marvel of comfort and 

convenience: it brings the car to a complete 

halt during stop-start conditions, and 

automatically pulls away if the stopping 

duration is less than three seconds. If it’s 

more than three seconds, the driver can 

either push a button on the steering wheel 

or gently apply the accelerator to pull away. 

Another feature on this Focus is the 

Adaptive Front Lighting System with 

Predictive curve light and Sign-based 

light, which illuminate a corner, junction 

or roundabout before you reach it, for 

maximum visibility. The Focus is also 

the first Ford vehicle in Europe to offer 

a Head-Up Display (HUD). This projects 

useful information – such as speed, 

upcoming traffic signs, navigation and 

details of the entertainment system 

– into the driver’s field of vision. 

And if parking is a challenge, the model 

has you covered with Active Park Assist 2. 

It delivers a fully automated manoeuvre 

into parallel and perpendicular parking 

spaces at the push of a button. Plus, with 

safety being a top priority, Pre-Collision 

Assist with Pedestrian and Cyclist 

Detection Technology brakes the vehicle 

Model: Ford Focus 1.5 ST-Line

Engine: 1.5 , three-cylinder turbo-petrol, 
134kW, 240Nm, 0–100km/h in 8.8 seconds

Combined fuel consumption: 5.5 /100km

Luggage compartment: 375
Price: TBC

when it detects a potential collision. 

Ford’s familiar (and multi-award-

winning) 1.0  EcoBoost engine is on 

offer, as well as a 1.5  EcoBoost model. 

‘Innovation in every area has helped us 

create an all-new Focus with unprecedented 

craftsmanship, delivering an unparalleled 

driving and occupant experience,’ says 

Bakaj. ‘The all-new Focus is the fulfilment 

of the Focus promise and, as of today, sets 

the benchmark for others to follow.’ 

The new Ford Focus 1.5 ST-Line will be 

available in South Africa early next year, 

with the exact features and technology that 

will be included on our models still to be 

confirmed. Be sure to look out for it. 

The new Ford Focus 
1.5 ST-Line blends 
sporty looks with next-
generation driving tech
COMPILED BY JULIET MCGUIRE 
PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED
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 under the bonnet 
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is ear s an am an ma e
on em orar ai ouse

an eisure wi co a ora e
wi ozam i ue orn ex i e 

esi ner ac acarias 

TH IS PAGE, TOP LEFT
Mozambique-born textile designer Wacy Zacarias.

ell Made in Africa is a special project 

that celebrates the continent’s best 

emerging designers annually. This 

year, five designers – hailing from 

countries ranging from Burundi to Morocco – will 

work together with Sanlam, House and Leisure and 

Mozambique-born textile designer Wacy Zacarias 

to realise their innovative visions. 

Zacarias says, ‘As Africans, we have stood by for 

many years and watched our stories being told by 

others, often creating false narratives or clichés at 

best... In recent years, there has been an African 

design revolution in the form of storytelling, where 

we see many designers crafting their stories, often 

aiming to preserve more than just African crafts.

‘In collaboration with House and Leisure, the 

exhibition I will be presenting is a collection of 

[works by] African designers who reinterpret 

African traditional crafts into modern design... 

This exchange of knowledge between the old 

world and the cutting edge allows for a new context 

to emerge, leasing crafts a new life and lending 

African design an emotional component that has 

been missing in recent times. It is a snapshot of 

creative work being produced – an up-to-the-minute 

survey of talent from Africa. It is not a retrospective 

of a typecast past, nor a utopian vision of an imagined 

future. It reflects the Africa that is: bold in design,

and powerful in stories.’   sanlamhmc.co.za

Sanlam Handmade Contemporary Fair runs from 

12 to 14 October 2018 on the rooftop of Hyde Park 

Corner shopping centre, cnr Jan Smuts Ave and 

William Nicol Dr, Johannesburg.

Piratas Do Pau is a Mozambican 

furniture design brand that creates 

handmade products using local 

and modern techniques and locally 

sourced materials, while providing 

young Mozambicans with training 

and fair wages. piratasdopau.com

Ruum Gallery is a unique homeware 

design brand from Mozambique 

whose innovative use of wood and 

local Mozambican craftsmanship, 

culture and heritage makes for 

exciting and innovative pieces.

RUUM

Epicure chef Coco Reinarhz is a 

pioneer in flavours from the continent, 

and as the fair includes food and wine 

as well as design, the inclusion of a 

restaurant will make Well Made in 

Africa fully encompassing this year. 

epicurerestaurant.co.za

  

Yemi Awosile is an avant-

garde textile designer whose 

experimentation with different 

materials and techniques gives 

a cultural insight into traditional 

African textiles with a modern 

interpretation. yemiawosile.co.uk

LRNCE is a lifestyle brand from 

Morocco that manages to capture 

the essence of the country’s 

craftsmanship in their carefully 

handmade products while also 

changing the narrative of traditional 

crafts. lrnce.com



FEET

The only way I know a song 
will be a hit is if I am able to 
feel it when I am dancing 
to the beats. If I can’t feel 
good in my body listening 
to the song, I don’t make 
it. Growing up I learnt Latin 
American and ballroom 
dancing, and actually 
started teaching dance 
to people at a community 
centre nearby. Today 
I dance everywhere: at 
home with my daughter, in 
front of the studio mirror, 
and obviously on stage 
when I’m performing. At the 
moment I am the supporting 
act for Die Antwoord on 
their European tour, and it’s 
interesting to see how the 
European audiences love 
my moves. They get it. 

HANDS

I started off studying fashion 
design in Port Elizabeth, and now 
I’m working on my own line for 
the European market between 
recording my album, so I draw 
the designs and cut the pieces 
myself. Working with my hands 
has always been my first love; 
it inspires my music and identity 
as an artist. I also write by hand 
instead of typing, which I think 
makes my music different. My 
design aesthetic is something 
that the big brands can attach 
to for sponsorships, so working 
with my hands has become an 
important part of my business. 

EARS

I hear the crowd. I hear the 
connection. I structure my hooks 
by listening to how one part 
connects to another, and make 
sure that the writing itself doesn’t 
disconnect from the sound. Also, 
the music that the international 
market has caught onto, like 
‘Rabubi’, is about how the sound 
connects to something like Spider-
Man, which is universal. So I make 
relatable stories with a hook. 
I’m able to hear when a song is 
missing something. My attention 
span is very short, and I can hear 
when someone’s attention will 
wane with a song. I want a track 
to make me do something, and 
sound the way I want to hear it. 
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The musician,
fashion designer,
gqom pioneer
and ‘girl with
the blue hair’
uses her
body to form
her unique
creations

work

PRODUCTION
GARRETH VAN NIEKERK 
PHOTOGRAPH 
GRAEME WYLLIE 

 MOONCHILD
  SANELLY

SCAN HERE TO 
LISTEN TO SOME 
OF MOONCHILD’S 
LATEST TRACKS

HOUSEANDLEISURE.CO.ZA



HAIR

My hair is Moonchild; it’s my image. 
People started recognising me right  
in the beginning when I was trying to 
get gigs as ‘that girl with the blue hair’ 
and today it has stuck with me. Without 
knowing what I do, you are curious
about what I do because of my hair. 
Brands were afraid at first because it’s 
too distinct, but now my hair makes 
brands edgier. It’s my signature.

HEAD

I think of all the crazy stuff I write
about, which generally happens
very fast. But my process is
unpredictable, and it depends on
where I’m at. Sometimes gqom can 
take longer, other times it doesn’t, but 
it depends on the vibe of the place
I’m in. I’m a writer, so it means a lot
to me that what my head is thinking 
comes across in what I do, whether 
it’s music, fashion or just talking to
people.  moonchildsanelly

MOUTH

I began singing even when 
people told me to shut up. In Port 
Elizabeth, when I stopped dancing, 
my friends and I started this group 
called Babes Galz because we 
loved Spice Girls. We used to 
battle to see who would be Baby 
Spice. I added my own melody to 
the songs and then I performed at 
charity gigs that my mom found 
for me. It’s what got me here, to 
this place where I now perform 
around the world.

V I EW  inspiration



V I E W  shopping

FUTURE CLASSIC

Louis Vuitton s Spring Summer 2018 catwalk looks serve as inspiration for our 
interiors line-up, which features moody blues and pinks, faceted metallics and 

embroidered brocades, counterbalanced by sporty accents in black and white.   

COMPILED BY CHRIZANDA BOTHA PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED  

1. Triangle Black pendant lamp R4 249 (40×150cm), KARE Design 2. Handknotted Tibetan wool Alma rug by Jaime Gili R72 109 (2.29×1.52m), 
The Rug Company 3. Sophie crystal tumbler by David Jones R180, Woolworths 4. Glacier glass vases by David Reade POR, Okha 5. Pli dining 

table with polished stainless-steel base in Onyx Black and crystal glass top by Victoria Wilmotte for ClassiCon R155 000 (1.4×1.8m), Limeline 
6. Tone Metallic stool by Marcel Wanders for Kartell R4 400, True Design 7. Skinny Mesh cabinet in brushed stainless steel with glass shelves 
R25 390; (35×160cm), LIM 8. Roller armchair in stainless steel with polyurethane-coated textile upholstery R15 569 (67×86cm), KARE Design 

9. Pli sidetable with polished stainless steel base in Sapphire Blue and crystal glass top by Victoria Wilmotte for ClassiCon R24 000 (48×53cm), 
Limeline 10. Melodia crystal decanter R599, @home. 

SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT

10

36     H L  |  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8





1. Rosette drinks unit with stainless-steel plates, copper-plated flowers and kiaat interior R101 500, Egg Designs 2. Braga vase R399 (large), 
Coricraft 3. Large double-sided screen from the Nouveaux Classiques collection by Maison Lacroix R141 300, and 4. Enamelled ceramic 

Illusion vase by Dan Yeffet R6 240 (24×30cm), both Roche Bobois 5. Rustic pink blossoms R129, @home 6. Behive suspension lamp 
by Werner Aisslinger for Foscarini R13 500 (39×39cm), Créma 7. Orgue vase by C+B Lefebvre R9 030 (16×45cm), Roche Bobois 8. Cube 

sidetables in Black from R2 690 each (35×55cm), LIM 9. Cora Bulb vase in Blush Pink R160 (15×18cm), MRP Home 10. Cube sidetable in 
White from R2 690 (35×55cm), LIM 11. Utrecht armchair in Pink by Gerrit Thomas Rietveld for Cassina R48 050 (64×85cm), True Design 

12. Kyoto server R23 857 (0.85×1.8m), Mezzanine.

 PRETTY SPORTY 

Go bold – juxtapose textural, romantic pinks and 
ornate embellishments with angular edges, 

graphic lines and bold forms.

V I E W  shopping

9

10

SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT

11

12
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Cape Town: 7 Kunene Circle, Omuramba Business Park, Milnerton, 021 552 4370

Johannesburg: Units 8 & 9, The Arena, Capital Hill Business Park, Halfway House, Midrand, 011 312 1247

info@klight.co.za  I  www.klight.co.za  I  Facebook.com/klightimport

D E S I G N S E R V I C E Q U A L I T Y

Viewing Showrooms Only, K Light Import supplies only to Retailers and not to the public directly.
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V I E W  shopping

 BLUE MOOD 

Whod have thought intricate designs would contrast so 
beautifully with graphic shapes and high-sheen surfaces? 

1. Love You Love You Not oval chandelier in Nickel by Brand van Egmond POR (65×70cm), and 2. Polished stainless-steel Piega 
mirror by Victoria Wilmotte for ClassiCon from R18 000 (48×80cm), both Limeline 3. Brushed aluminium Type 75 floor lamp by 

Anglepoise R7 613, Newport 4. Triangle vase in Dusty Teal by Grey Gardens R399 (medium), Superbalist 5. Manhattan rocking chair 
in Blue R7 659 (62×110cm), KARE Design 6. Trinity centrepiece by Adam Cornish for Alessi R3 899, Yuppiechef.com 7. Capri coffee 
table with polished stainless-steel base and Nero Marquina marble top R70 575 (1.2×1.2m), Okha 8. Moroccan gold-printed highball 
tumbler R65, @home 9. Loire candleholder R609 (13×25cm), KARE Design 10. A’dammer bookcase in Slate and Azure by Aldo van 
den Nieuwelaar for Pastoe from R26 850, Limeline 11. Gobi Damask rug in Blue from the Contemporary Rugs collection R8 000/m2, 

Gonsenhausers Fine Rugs. 

SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT

10

11
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an new n res ex ression
in e es ns o a ian urni ure 
scu or incenzo e o iis

TH IS PAGE,  
FROM TOP
A cabinet from 
the Ein Plein 
Air collection 
combines the 
precious and the 
everyday with 
its use of stone, 
resin, polished 
brass, silvered 
brass and 
Murano glass; 
Italian designer, 
gallerist and 
architect 
Vincenzo 
de Cotiis.

imeless’, as an adjective, is often casually thrown 

around in writing about design, but how else do you 

describe the work of Italian architect, furniture 

designer and gallerist Vincenzo de Cotiis? His Milan-

based practice combines old and new in pieces that 

redefine the ‘timeless’ by carefully crafting a new design 

language that celebrates every stage of a material’s life. 

‘The objects are a new iconographic and morphological 

alphabet composed of signs that take hold of the past, just as 

they do the future,’ says De Cotiis. In September, he will open 

an exhibition, En Plein Air (Outdoors), at Carpenters Workshop 

Gallery in London, where 20 ‘furniture-sculptures’, all of which 

are handmade by Italian artisans, will be displayed in the same 

space that has showcased work by greats such as Rick Owens, 

Yinka Shonibare and Studio Job. 

The collection of seating, lighting, tables, cabinets and 

bookshelves combines semiprecious stones, Murano glass, 

recycled resin and cast brass to celebrate the 19th-century art 

movement – also named Plein Air – that the show is named after. 

Plein Air painters, including impressionists such as Claude 

Monet, Pierre-Auguste Renoir and Edgar Degas, all took their 

studio easels and canvases outdoors, breaking the academy’s 

studio rules to capture natural light, shade, and colour. 

More modern art movements also inspired part of De Cotiis’ 

vision. ‘[The En Plein Air exhibition] is a manifesto of pure 

naturalistic inspiration, a quintessence of everything that 

the movements of the early 20th century had established. The 

chromaticism of the materials derives from pointillism, while 

pre-Cubist geometries and organic expressionist schemes 

alternate in perpetual rhythm, de-structuring the classical 

canons [and] forging them into the contemporary world,’ he says. 

De Cotiis’ unique approach to the design process allows each 

project the space to develop, and be completed, at its own pace. 

Rather than demanding a realised design, he organically adjusts 

his original plans to evolve as they are made. ‘In reality, my pieces 

are never finished,’ he says. ‘The materials I work with change 

over time, reacting to the atmosphere, and they continue to evolve. 

But I love things that have suffered through time. Time corrodes. 

It makes everything different. Any material, any object; I like it 

having been weathered by time.’ 
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T H IS PAGE, 
CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP

Stone, resin and Murano glass mix with polished 
brass, silvered brass and cast brass in a De Cotiis 

coffee table; a recycled fibreglass console; stone and 
silvered brass merge to create a sidetable; a towering 

bookcase made of cast brass, stone, resin and 
fibreglass; the designer’s penchant for rust is 

revealed in a corner of one of his consoles.

Italian classicism permeates the process as well, with 

a distinctly futuristic glimmer – much like Milan, where 

De Cotiis is based. In the midst of all the iconic Italian 

city’s centuries-old architecture and sculpture, bold 

contemporary work springs forward with the same brave 

spirit as the old masterpieces they live alongside. 

De Cotiis’ apartment, which he shares with his wife and 

business partner Claudia Rose, takes this blend of old and 

new into the domestic space, softening the futuristic edges 

of his furniture into something surprisingly friendly and 

liveable. The couple completely overhauled a sprawling space 

in an 18th-century, late baroque building where 200-year-

old parquet floors now form a backdrop for Vincenzo’s 

space-age creations. Walls have been stripped of years of 

paint to reveal their bare surfaces – the perfect balance to 

the high shine of brass fittings by De Cotiis, as well as plush 

peach velvet loungers. Marble gleams in the bathroom 

alongside trompe l’oeil marble paint effects on the walls, 

which were created by the original 18th-century owners. 

‘True beauty is found in the parts you cannot see,’ 

says De Cotiis, and it’s through work like his that we get to 

appreciate the parts we may have missed, or didn’t find the 

time to imagine. En Plein Air runs at Carpenters Workshop 

Gallery in London from 15 September to 23 November. 

carpentersworkshopgallery.com 
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COMPILED BY ROBYN ALEXANDER, GARRETH VAN NIEKERK  
PHOTOGRAPHS VALENTINA NICOL, SUPPLIED 

RISE AND SHINE
CASTING A 21ST-
CENTURY LIGHT ON 
BRONZE IS FOUNDRY 
PROOF, A SHOW 
CO-CURATED BY 
SOUTHERN GUILD AND 
BRONZE AGE STUDIO 
THAT EXPLORES THE 
VERSATILITY OF 
THE AGE-OLD 
MATERIAL IN 
CONTEMPORARY 
DESIGN. EXPECT 
WORKS BY SOME 
OF THE COUNTRY’S 
LEADING ARTISTS, 
SUCH AS DYLAN LEWIS, 
CONRAD BOTES AND 
BRONZE AGE STUDIO 
FOUNDERS OTTO DU 
PLESSIS AND CHARLES 
HAUPT. 21 SEPT – 31 
DEC 2018; UNIT 5B, SILO 
5, V&A WATERFRONT, 
CAPE TOWN, 
SOUTHERNGUILD.
CO.ZA

GROWING UP
A bespoke solution that takes clients ‘from 
conceptualising and designing through to 

manufacturing and installation,’ Plantr 
products are handmade from high-

quality materials and built to 
last. The brand also plans 

to team up with local 
designers to create a few 

fresh planter designs 
Look out for the soon-to-be-

launched online store, too. 
plantr.co.za

AT YOUR SERVICE 

 LEMON DESIGN STUDIO IN JOBURG HAS RELEASED A NEW RANGE AND OPENED A SHOWROOM 

 IN KRAMERVILLE, AND BOTH ARE IMPRESSIVE. THE CLEAN LINES AND WALNUT WOOD FINISH 

 OF THE WINSTON SERVER, IN PARTICULAR, HAS AN ELEGANT AND REFINED FEEL – VISIT 

 LEMON’S NEW SPACE TO DECIDE ON YOUR OWN FAVOURITE. MADEBYLEMON.CO.ZA



P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

 O
F

 C
A

N
D

IC
E

 B
E

R
M

A
N

 B
Y

 N
A

TA
L

IE
 F

IE
L

D
; 

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

 O
F

 G
A

L
L

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 

B
E

R
M

A
N

 C
O

N
T

E
M

P
O

R
A

R
Y

 G
A

L
L

E
R

Y
 A

N
D

 F
E

A
T

U
R

E
S

 S
P

E
C

T
R

U
M

 O
F

 L
IF

E
 B

Y
 E

L
S

A
 D

U
A

U
LT

We’ve long admired South African art curator

Candice Berman for the sense of raw creativity that 

lies at the heart of her work. Her second gallery 

Berman Contemporary recently opened at 11 Alice 

Lane, a burgeoning part of the Sandton precinct. 

We caught up with her for a quick chat 

COFFEE 
BREAK WITH 
CANDICE
BERMAN

HOW WERE YOU 
INSPIRED TO OPEN 
YOUR FIRST GALLERY?
I was accepted into Wits 

School of Arts for a BA 

in Fine Arts, but decided 

to pursue a BA and 

then Honours degree in 

Philosophy and English 

Literature. I opted against 

the academicism of my 

to lose my raw creativity. 

During my studies, 

and was later offered 

materialise. Instead, 

gallery. Today, I enjoy the 

rewards of self-fulfilment 

and independence.

WHAT SORT OF WORK 
DO YOUR GALLERIES 
REPRESENT?
I want to play a role in 

building the careers of 

young, local artists, and 

supporting the careers 

of professional artists. 

I enjoy witnessing the 

evolution of content 

style being the golden 

thread that inspires 

DO YOUR GALLERIES 
OFFER ANY OTHER 
ART-RELATED 
SERVICES?

in the design of frame 

mouldings and continue 

to push the limits with 

what can be done. My 

interest in framing is both 

practical and aesthetic. 

I believe that the frame 

should be an extension 

from its form and content.

For more information, visit 

candicebermangallery.com

or connect on social media:

Candice Berman Fine

Art Gallery

 candicebermangallery

V I EW news

THE GOOD STUFF

LUXE LOCAL ACCESSORIES BRAND RESEARCH UNIT, HEADED 
BY ERIN-LEE AND CHAD PETERSEN, HAS HAD A GREAT 
2018. HAVING ALREADY PRODUCED ACCLAIMED SEASONAL 
COLLECTIONS AND BEEN FEATURED IN OUR ANNUAL NEXT 
LEVEL ISSUE, THEY’VE NOW OPENED A FLAGSHIP STORE IN 
THE MOTHER CITY. RESEARCH UNIT IS ABOUT ‘REDEFINING 
THE WAY THE WORLD SEES AFRICAN HIGH-END [LUXURY] 
GOODS,’ SAY THE PETERSENS. SHOP B4, V&A WATERSHED, 
CAPE TOWN. RESEARCHUNITSTUDIO.COM

HOLDING 
PATTERN
The collaboration 
between Cape Town 
artist David Brits 
and the folk at Good 
Good Good Store is 
seriously… good . Brits’ 
bold textile prints 
took inspiration from 
stained-glass windows, 
and the result is an 
effervescent collection 
that’s relaxed in all 
the right ways. 
goodgoodgood.co.za

Q&A candice berman



skincare
revolution

o
 

      

O
ffering high-end, cutting-edge formulations at a fraction (and 

we really mean a fraction) of the prices charged by other lines, 

The Ordinary is causing a serious stir in the beauty industry. 

The minimalist packaging emphasises the brand’s pared-back yet science-

based approach, which it sums up as ‘clinical formulations with integrity’. 

While The Ordinary isn’t yet available in SA stores, you can purchase 

products online, directly from its international website, theordinary.com, 

or  via Bay-One for Africa, bay.one. 

 THE ORDINARY PRODUCTS FROM R129 (FOR THE ORDINARY HIGH-ADHERENCE  

 SILICONE PRIMER; EXCLUDES DELIVERY), BAY-ONE FOR AFRICA, BAY.ONE 
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V I EW  news

BLANKET APPROACH 

 THE ZEITZ MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART AFRICA’S EVER- 

 EXPANDING POP-UP MUSEUM SHOP HAS WELCOMED A NEW SERIES 

 OF ART-INSPIRED BASOTHO BLANKETS, TRANSFORMED BY THE 

 WHIZZKIDS AT KASSA STUDIO TO REFLECT THE ARCHITECTURAL 

LINES AND IMAGERY OF THOMAS HEATHERWICK’S ICONIC CAPE

TOWN BUILDING. ZEITZMOCAA.MUSEUM, KASSA-STUDIO.COM 

SHELF LIFE
World-renowned gardener Piet Oudolf’s 
enchanting book Hummelo: A Journey 
Through a Plantsman’s Life (The 
Monacelli Press) combines breathtaking 
photographs of his country garden with 
a narrative by noted garden author Noel 
Kingsbury – a must-have for every plant 
enthusiast. exclusivebooks.co.za

Introduced in February 
2018, the Trenery Guild is 
a collaborative project that 
partners Trenery with some 

artisans. Each creative has 
been asked to interpret 
and celebrate the lifestyle 

fabrication, unique prints, 
excellent craftsmanship and 

a commissioned artwork 
and in-store activation. Cape 
Town-based ceramicist Lisa 

for her porcelain works, 

the Trenery Guild October 
activation, Firer has created 
an exquisite occasional 

honoured to have been a part 

in fabrics and so much of my 

dimensional into the three-
dimensional – not unlike 

She was inspired by a fabric 

black-and-white print is used 

[Firer] has interpreted the 

made a stencil of print and 
rolled this into the porcelain, 

Firer x Trenery dish, which 
can be used for jewellery or 
as an ornament, is available 

selected Trenery standalone 
stores around the country 
from 18 October 2018. 
trenery.co.za

1. Solid ash Uragano chair with natural
wicker seat and backrest by Vico
Magistretti for DePadova R24 856,
Generation 2. Daniela armchair with ash
finish R8 700, Cécile & Boyd 3. Lombo
lounge chair R10 500, La Grange Interiors.

 SIT TIGHT 
THREE WAYS WITH CANE THAT’LL HAVE YOU 
OFF YOUR FEET IN NO TIME…

2

3
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report back berman contemporary gallery

ith premium bubbly and wine 

in hand, invited guests shared 

an intimate evening at Alice 

Lane’s elegantly appointed 

Berman Contemporary gallery in Sandton, 

taking in the vibrant paintings of French 

fluid artist Elsa Duault. The accompanying 

beautifully plated cuisine was prepared by 

chef Wandile Mabaso – a sublime pairing 

Hosted by owner Candice Berman, 

Elsa Duault’s explorative exhibition 

Spectrum of Life left guests filled with 

the sense of infinite energy that her art 

evokes. Her circular canvases, with their 

signature swirling colours, interesting 

technique as molecular painting. The 

Patrons were also introduced to 

Artivive, an app that brings art to life 

by showing the inspiration and the 

craftsmanship behind the creation 

Visit bermancontemporary.com for more 

information or connect with Berman 

Contemporary gallery on social media:

BermanContemporary

bermancontemporary

 bermangallery

 

CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP LEFT
‘Instant 120-7’ by Elsa Duault; Berman 
Contemporary gallery; chef Wandile 
Mabaso’s exquisite dessert mirrored the art; 
Michael Shkudsky of Picot & Moss with 
Rochelle Blomeyer of Associated Media 
Publishing; Candice Newman browsing the 
exhibition; Candice Berman showcases the 
Artivive app; looking into the gallery from 
the Sandton streets.



DOING THE ROUND
We’ve fallen hard for the Rumi
Rocker by Durban design firm 
Douglas & Douglas, which is 
both a smart update on classic 
tropical furnishings and the 
perfect statement piece. Made 
in their workshop in Durban, 
it can be used indoors or 
outside: the frame is powder-
coated stainless steel – so it 
can even withstand coastal 
environments – plus the 
sling fabric seat is made from 
marine-grade Spradling vinyl, 
and the weaving is marine 
roping. The Rumi Rocker is 
available in a ’70s-inspired 
colour palette with an African 
twist, and is the ideal seat 
on which to while away long 
summer afternoons. 

 DOUGLASANDDOUGLAS.CO.ZA 
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BLINDS & SHUTTERS Est.1959

www.taylorblinds.co.za

@TaylorShutters

ShutterGuard   Matte White®

Contact us on 0861-1-TAYLOR (829567)

for an obligation-free quote and expert advice.

TAYLOR

SHUTTERGUARD
®

SECURITY
RUST

PROOF

10 YEAR

WARRANTY
OUTDOOR INDOOR

CUSTOM

COLOURS
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TH IS SPR EA D, FROM LEFT
Fashion designer Rich Mnisi’s apartment in Maboneng, Johannesburg, 
makes use of all the space available with the addition of a mezzanine 
level, from where he runs his business. The home study features a 
daybed from Tonic Design (tonicdesign.co.za), with cushions and 
wicker pouffes from Amatuli (amatuli.co.za), and a desk and chair 
from @home (home.co.za). In the kitchen, a mirrored fridge from 
Hisense (hisense.co.za) reflects colourful recycling bins from MRP 
Home (mrphome.com) and green accent walls in the open-plan area.



H O U S E maboneng

TEXT ZODWA KUMALO
PHOTOGRAPHS ELSA YOUNG

 



always start with the most flamboyant, the most 

elaborate piece – like this blue sofa. This is where I get 

my visual cues. And then I either dress it up – like I did 

with the green daybed and the blue rug – or pull it back 

a bit.’ That’s how fashion designer Fumani Rich Mnisi 

describes the way he created his new space in Johannesburg’s 

Maboneng district: ‘It’s the same way I design my collections.’

The LISOF fashion graduate founded Rich Mnisi in 2014 and, 

in the same year, was named African Fashion International (AFI) 

Designer of the Year. Catering to both a local and an international 

market, the brand, which is youthful, edgy, experimental and luxe, 

has been featured in international magazines such as Dazed and 

Confused and Vogue Italia.

‘I’m obsessed with the colour navy,’ says Rich, laughing. ‘I would 

have done the whole place in navy!’ Instead, he opted to ensure that 

all the other tones complemented the hue. The resulting interiors 

have obviously been curated by someone with a fashion editor’s 

eye: there is display shelving filled with neatly arranged, colour-

coordinated jackets swinging off matching hangers, a smart pair 

of leather boots, a glass-encased male figurine and books stacked 

according to size. It’s almost as if you could shop off the racks and 

tabletops with carefully arranged glasses, vases and coffee-table 

books about art and design.

The most striking part of his home is the living room, where 

Rich spends most of his time entertaining dinner guests with 

homemade  lasagne, sitting on the rug watching RuPaul’s Drag 

Race  with friends, or working on his laptop. ‘This is where the 

best light is,’ he says. The illuminated, airy space has a mostly 

monochromatic base, combining metro tiles, black counters 
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TH IS PAGE, FROM LEFT
Rich Mnisi, whose youthful, edgy, experimental and luxe designs 
have graced magazines and runways around the world, loves the 
connection he feels to the city from his balcony overlooking the 
restaurants and shops of hip Maboneng; a bright Jeff Koons poster 
from his visit to the Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris is propped 
up on a sideboard, along with a selection of art books and a wooden 
Nigerian bust bought from a market in Eko Atlantic, Nigeria.

OPPOSITE PAGE
In the living area, a pale pink velvet ottoman from MRP Home, 
brass sidetable from Hertex (hertex.co.za), chrome fruit bowl 
from @home and glass occasional table from Superbalist 
(superbalist.com), are the stars of the show. Rich’s favourite hue, 
navy, is evident in a carpet from Rugs Original (rugsoriginal.co.za) 
and a velvet sofa from @home, complemented by an emerald velvet 
chaise longue from Sofacompany.com (za.sofacompany.com).  

and shelving, the iron staircase, and glass and aluminium doors 

and windows. Rich’s bright and bold colour choices add a sense 

of playfulness – an olive-green wall here, two recycling bins in 

primary colours there, a baby-pink pouffe on one side… Every item 

has been considered and nothing feels out of place.

While Rich is best known for his fashion label, he has also 

dabbled in furniture design. ‘I love interiors,’ he says, which is 

just what you’d expect from someone who selected items for his 

home from a huge range of sources – everywhere from the streets 

of Fordsburg to Sofacompany.com and his favourite interiors 

store, Weylandts. 

As an adjunct to the fashion collection dubbed Nwa-MulaMula,

(named for his late great-grandmother), Rich unveiled an  



H O U S E  maboneng 
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organically shaped chaise and accompanying stool with a gold, 

puddle-shaped foot earlier this year. The work, which was part 

of Southern Guild’s group exhibition Extra Ordinary, stands as 

a physical representation of Nwa-MulaMula, says Rich. ‘[Nwa-

MulaMula] is a symbolic representation of African mothers in all 

their glory that has been lost in time, undocumented and buried in 

the depths of our hearts,’ he wrote on Instagram.

‘My entire family was very sceptical about my decision to study 

fashion,’ says Rich. ‘Not unlike many black parents, they thought 

fashion was a frivolous pursuit and didn’t believe I could make a 

decent living from it.’ His late father had named him Fumani, 

meaning ‘wealth’ in XiTsonga, which he feels gives him something  

to work towards. 

The last-born of six siblings, Rich says his entire family is 

fashion-conscious and dresses well, but adds that it was his sister 

who inspired him. ‘She was the fashion girl in the family. She would 

cut up clothes and reimagine them – and I would just sit and watch 

her do it.’ It was only when he received the AFI accolade a year after 

graduating that his mother acknowledged that he had chosen the 

right career path. 

Rich’s interests, though firmly embedded in pop culture, 

extend beyond fashion and furniture. ‘I also enjoy photography, 

and creative direction re-energises me.’ Rich has worked with 

DJ Black Coffee and various magazines, conceptualising, styling 

and directing shoots and editorials. Most recently, he and creative 

director Trevor Stuurman styled US singer Ciara’s new video for 

the  sizzling single ‘Freak Me’, featuring Nigeria’s Tekno. Draped

in Rich Mnisi garments, Ciara does the gwara gwara on a Soweto

street alongside South African dancers in Tsonga-inspired outfits.  



H O U S E  maboneng 

T H IS PAGE
Playing frequent host to 

Rich’s famous lasagne 
evenings are an Nguni 

hide from PJ Bloch & Co 
(pjbloch.co.za), a custom-

made dining table and chairs 
from Superbalist.

 
OPPOSITE PAGE, 

CLOCKW ISE FROM  
TOP LEFT 

An entrance-hall unit 
displays a leather bomber 

jacket from Rich’s latest 
fashion collection, dubbed 
Nwa-MulaMula (named for 

his late great-grandmother), 
beneath a T clutch bag 

from Thalia Strates 
(thaliastrates.com). The 
black wooden form doll 
encased in glass on the 

left is from Herbert Evans 
(herbertevans.co.za); 
formerly an industrial 

building, the slick  
apartment block is now 

home to a number of well-
known artists and designers 
from across the country; the 

lines of a brass lamp from 
Weylandts (weylandts.co.za) 

and a wire sidetable from 
@home echo the industrial 

aesthetic of the staircase, 
while contrasting beautifully 

with the jewel tones of the 
living area’s plush furniture.
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TH IS PAGE, TOP A N D BOTTOM
Sun streams into the large, open-plan bathroom and bedroom 
area, which reprises the industrial look of the apartment. White 
metro tiles and a monochrome palette are offset by pops of 
colour in the vivid green ceiling and accent walls, while artfully 
placed mirrors amplify the natural light and sense of space. 

OPPOSITE PAGE
Butler’s tray bedside tables from MRP Home flank the bed,  
which is brightened up by a baby blue scarf used as a throw from 
Rich’s Xingelengele collection and a patchwork coat from his 
Nwa-MulaMula range. The carved black wooden panel hanging 
above the bed is from Weylandts, and the ochre scatters were 
sourced from Mezzanine (mezzanineinteriors.co.za). 

Rich is based between Cape Town (where his clothing is 

made) and Johannesburg, and his Joburg workspace used to be 

in his mother’s house – until that became too busy. ‘It felt like 

living in a mall with people coming and going all the time… I had 

to stop working there.’

So just a few months ago, Rich relocated to Maboneng. ‘I enjoy 

living [here],’ he says, ‘even though it gets a bit loud at times. It’s not 

as expensive as other areas in Johannesburg and it’s convenient.’ 

Not to mention, in this apartment in particular, enviably stylish  

and comfortable.  therichmnisi 



Rich’s bright and 
bold colour choices  
add a sense of 
playfulness – 
every item has 
been considered 
and nothing feels 
out of place.

H O U S E  maboneng 



TEXT TRACY LYNN CHEMALY
STYLING SVEN ALBERDING  

PHOTOGRAPHS GREG COX/BUREAUX
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Moving to a new abode in 
Port Elizabeth meant that 
homeowner Dicey du Toit  

could finally explore the  
layered tones of colour and  
contrasting textures she’d  

been missing for so long

MOODY 
HUES



H O U S E  walmer

T H IS PAGE
A tranquil conservatory 
in the home of designer-
decorator Dicey and 
husband Tom du Toit in 
Walmer, Port Elizabeth, 
makes allowance for 
a profusion of plants in 
summertime. It’s also  
the perfect space for  
a painting by Shany van 
den Berg, which hangs next 
to a chair that was made 
by the couple’s art-curator 
daughter Magdaleen. The 
floor tiles are from House 
of Tiles (houseoftiles.co.za).
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hen Dicey and Tom du Toit swapped their Bauhaus home 

in Paarl, in the heart of South Africa’s Cape Winelands, 

for a 1970s house on the southern coast of the country in 

Port Elizabeth, it came with some celebration for Dicey. The 

self-taught designer and decorator was relieved that she could 

finally allow her own interior style to flourish.

‘Tom is an engineer, so he loved the Paarl house,’ she says of their former 

home, which was built by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe protégé Pius Pahl, the 

last architect to qualify at the Bauhaus, Germany’s influential art and design 

school. ‘It was an enormous glass house with only three solid walls. It was all 

about clean spaces, minimalism and no clutter.’ 

Living in an all-white Bauhaus abode was something of a shock to Dicey’s 

senses, which are instinctively drawn to colours and textures. ‘Nothing 

I loved fitted in there,’ she says, explaining how new furniture had to be 

selected to complement the iconic architecture. ‘I had to redesign myself to 

live in the space.’

When Tom opened an injection-moulding company just outside Port 

Elizabeth, it was a welcome opportunity to relocate and start playing house 

again – this time in a style more attuned to Dicey’s Japanese-influenced 

approach to interior design and architecture. The three-bedroom home on 

the edge of the Baakens Valley nature reserve provided the natural setting 

that welcomed her sensibility for stimulating sensory experiences.

Dicey’s work as an architectural heritage specialist helped her to instantly 

recognise the opportunities abounding in this old-new home, calling for 

a complete overhaul of the interior while respecting and maintaining the 

master plan of the structure. ‘It was being used as a guesthouse when we 

bought it,’ she says, pointing out various rooms that were formerly closed 

up to one another. The home proved difficult to navigate in this iteration, 

with awkward twists and turns, and no natural flow. It was impractical, 

suffocating and dark.

TH IS SPR EA D, CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP LEFT
Designer-decorator Dicey du Toit; the koi, which Dicey views as ‘a living painting’, were 
inherited from the house’s previous owners. A bridge built over the pond runs from the 
front door to the back kitchen entrance; leading to the formal lounge is the dining room 
– through shutters inserted in the entryways, the spaces maintain elements of privacy 
and warmth. A rug from Weylandts (weylandts.co.za) was placed perpendicular to the 
layout of the rectangular Gregor Jenkin table (gregorjenkin.com): ‘Shapes can do a lot for 
an interior,’ says Dicey; painted brickwork in the entrance porch and passageway lends 
texture to the interiors, as does the mohair skin on the bench, a product of Port Elizabeth. 
The server on the far right was designed by The Collection Studio, and the pit-fired ceramic 
vase standing on it is by Port Elizabethan potter Donve Branch (donvebranch.co.za).
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It took Tom knocking on a wall for them to realise that many of the 

interior structures were just drywalling and, by bashing these down, 

they revealed the expansive passageway that links the entire home. 

‘That’s when it made sense to me,’ says Dicey excitedly. ‘Suddenly the 

house had breathing space.’ 

Connecting spaces by way of wooden shutters that can remain open 

for constant interaction, or be closed to create cosy private nooks, the 

home’s fluid flow is an ode to the Japanese philosophy of functional 

movement resulting in personal comfort. The Du Toits interact 

around the original axis, each end being visible to the other, while the 

passageway peeks into various living and work rooms. These in turn 

all lead to an outdoor deck, which overlooks the verdant valley. The 

entrance porch and kitchen were both opened up to the koi pond, and a 

bridge was built to link these front and back doors of the home.

As the owner of The Collection Studio, a decor and interior-design 

practice located in Port Elizabeth’s popular Richmond Hill, Dicey 

designs furniture, textiles, ceramics and wallpaper, matching these 

to client briefs. For her own home, she wished to create an island feel 

of relaxation and ‘go with the flow’, and the sensory questionnaire she 

usually poses to clients worked well for this personal project. ‘I always 

ask things like “What noises make you happy? What texture do you 

like? Do you enjoy me-time?”,’ she says. 

Wanting the sounds and textures of nature to be part of their 

everyday life, she ensured that all the rooms led to an outdoor area, 

with the sounds of koi feeding in the pond or trees rustling always 

within earshot. Layering these sensations with mohair rugs, velvet 

sofas, Cemcrete floors and white-painted brick walls, the result  

is a home that speaks of its owners’ love of auditory, visual and  

textural perceptions. 

The furnishings are a mix of old and new. A Gregor Jenkin dining 

table that Dicey had been eyeing became a birthday gift from Tom 

when they moved into the new house. It’s surrounded by original 

Vitra Panton chairs, which travelled with them from their Paarl home. 

A Le Corbusier lounger that was Dicey’s 40th birthday present rests



T H IS PAGE, 
CLOCKW ISE  
FROM R IGHT 
The conservatory 
leads off the kitchen/
dining area, and serves 
as a passageway to 
Tom’s office and the 
garden beyond; Tom, an 
engineer, redesigned the 
koi pond’s circulation to 
link it to a hydroponic 
garden; black cabinetry 
and a black Smeg oven 
(smeg.co.za) add depth 
to the kitchen.

OPPOSITE PAGE, 
FROM TOP
In the formal lounge, 
the choice of blues and 
greens was influenced 
by the abode’s natural 
surroundings, and 
complements the 
soft, muted tones of 
the house. The sofa, 
ottomans and mohair 
rug were designed and 
made by The Collection 
Studio and the cushions 
are from Evolution 
(evolutionproduct.co.za); 
original Panton chairs 
by Verner Panton for 
Vitra (vitra.com) provide 
seating in the well-used 
family space.
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TH IS PAGE, CLOCKW ISE FROM LEFT 
Dicey’s appreciation of Japanese philosophy is evident in her book collection. The sculpture, 
made by Magdaleen while still at school, is one of Dicey’s favourite objects; a cane armchair 
bought from a Malawian in PE breaks from the velvet formality in the living area. Alongside is 
an heirloom cabinet made for Dicey’s Italian grandmother by Italian prisoners of war during
WWII; Cemcrete-coated bathroom walls and floors offset the shade of green flanking the
windows. The cane chair was bought at Colonial Antiques (  Colonial Antiques) and the 
sanitary ware is by Hansgrohe (hansgrohe.co.za).

OPPOSITE PAGE
A redesign of the main bedroom did away with the original walk-in cupboard, opening it  
up to become a soft and comfortable space. The narrow windows on either side of the bed 
were placed during the refurbishment, so that glimpses of the greenery could be enjoyed. The 
ottoman, headboard, felt throw and cushions were designed by The Collection Studio, and the 
reupholstered velvet chair was a gift from Dicey’s father to her mother when she was born. 

in the sunroom, while the formal lounge is filled with bespoke pieces from The 

Collection Studio. This room of greens and blues is where Dicey’s application  

of vibrant tones really comes to life. ‘We see colour outside in nature, so why not 

bring it inside?’ she asks. 

And it’s not just colour that has been brought indoors; the plants have come in 

too, with every room housing an abundance of pot plants. ‘A plant can become your 

best interior-design feature,’ she says. ‘They grow and change and are never stagnant.’

Having felt that her previous home left her with no room for innovation, Dicey 

has used her new space to experiment with greenery, paint, fabric and flooring, 

creating a home that looks, smells, sounds and feels just right. 

thecollectionstudio.co.za
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While his apartment in 
Paris’ up-and-coming 
neighbourhood of Pigalle  
is a work in progress, one 
thing that remains  
constant is art director  
Jean-Christophe Aumas’ 
unique sense of style
TEXT AND PRODUCTION IAN PHILLIPS  
PHOTOGRAPHS STEPHAN JULLIARD/TRIPOD AGENCY

ALL CHANGE
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T H IS SPR EA D, 
FROM LEFT

Art director Jean-
Christophe Aumas’ 

distinctive sense of style 
is perfectly showcased 

in his Pigalle, Paris, 
apartment. Dominating 

the study is a curved 
desk that dates back to 
the 1950s, one of many 
fortuitous flea-market 

finds, as is the mirror to 
the left of the ladder. The 
desk chair was designed 

by Marcel Gascoin and 
was bought at an auction, 
and the vase on the desk 

is from Sicily. Adding to 
the apartment’s palette of 

vibrant blues and greens 
is a cobalt rug from Bleu 
de Fes (bleudefes.com). 

Optimal use of space 
is evident in a guest 

bed on the mezzanine 
level, neatly perched 

above a bathroom.   

H O U S E  paris



ng ever stays in place for

in art director Jean-

ent. ‘Things are never

fixed,’ he says. ‘It’s always a work in progress. That

really is my leitmotif.’ More than anything, Jean-

Christophe sees his interiors as a ‘laboratory’,

a means of experimentation. His approach, he says,

is intrinsically linked to his profession: ‘I can’t

disassociate my work from my home.’

Jean-Christophe specialises in organising

ephemeral events and special projects for luxury

brands. Before setting up his own firm, Singular,

he headed up the visual identity department at

Louis Vuitton under Marc Jacobs. Today his clients

include the likes of Céline, Dior and Boucheron.

Ask him about his most over-the-top installations

and he’ll mention the time he set a flock of sheep

loose in the Printemps department store in

Paris, and a project during which he filled a John

Galliano shop with a mountain of shredded paper.

And, quite often, elements originally conceived for

his projects end up in his homes. A pink-painted

wooden stand in the entrance to his current

apartment is a case in point: it was constructed for

a dinner hosted by a Parisian fashion brand.

The flat in question is something of a hidden gem.

Located in the heart of Pigalle, it was inhabited

by a sorcerer and soothsayer during the 19th

century. Measuring 120m2, it is accessed today via

a long corridor, at the end of which is an ornately

sculpted door. Push that and you’ll discover the

hallway continues until you finally reach Jean-

Christophe’s abode, some 20m from the street.

He says he was attracted by its unique nature.

‘There’s a contrast between lots of different things,

which gives the apartment its charm,’ he says. They

include typical Parisian architectural attributes,

such as marble fireplaces and ceiling mouldings,

as well as a skylight and a striking set of stained-

glass windows whose bright colours are projected

inwards on sunny days. ‘The flat becomes a little

cathedral,’ says Jean-Christophe.

Another draw was the patio, as well as the

apartment’s overall atmosphere of tranquillity.

TH IS PAGE, FROM TOP 
Colour-coordinated books 

and knick-knacks are housed 
in a plywood bookshelf, in 

front of which, on the left, is a 
chair by Warren Platner. The 

stool on the right was bought 
in Cape Town; adjacent to the 
master bedroom is the dining 
room, which is bathed in light 

thanks to exquisite stained-
glass windows original to 

the apartment, reportedly 
inhabited by a soothsayer in 
the 19th century. The bright 
red rug from Bleu de Fes is 
a cheerful departure from 

the predominant blues  
and greens.
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The light-filled living room opens 
up to the plant-laden terrace 
via floor-to-ceiling glass doors, 
installed by Jean-Christophe, and 
features a DC105B sofa designed 
by Vincenzo De Cotiis for 
Progetto Domestico (decotiis.it), 
and a small glass-topped brass 
table from Brussels on the far 
right. The irregular-edged blue 
mirror above the fireplace is 
an example of his penchant for 
deliberate imperfections, while 
a pair of vintage cactus seagrass 
sculptures – also from a Paris 
flea market – provide a natural, 
textural element to complement 
the verdant space. 

H O U S E  paris



‘It’s a big contradiction to the neighbourhood, which is 

very animated,’ he says. ‘Pigalle has become one of the new 

hotspots for going out.’

One of Jean-Christophe’s primary concerns was to 

increase the amount of natural light in the space. He added 

a new skylight above the front door and installed all-glass 

doors – formerly solid wood – to access the terrace. He was 

also keen to blur the boundary between the inside and 

outside, and did so by installing an abundance of plants. 

‘I wanted to create a kind of mini-jungle,’ he says. ‘I like a 

slightly haphazard, untidy spirit.’

Among Jean-Christophe’s most admirable talents is an 

astute and original way of using colour. He painted the 

opening between the entrance hall and sitting room three 

different hues, and chose cerulean for a ledge above the 

bed. The blue of the dining room walls is so pale, however, 

that you initially imagine it to be white. 

The inspiration for the rest of the decor was diverse. 

Both the kitchen and bathroom are reminiscent of a 

traditional Greek house. ‘The Mediterranean influence 

comes from the fact that I’m from the south of France,’ 

says Jean-Christophe, who was born in Aix-en-Provence. 

Throughout, the form of the stained-glass windows 

gave rise to the incorporation of numerous arches and 

curved shapes.

Jean-Christophe blurred the  
boundary between the inside and outside 

by installing an abundance of plants: 
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TH IS SPR EA D, CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP LEFT 
Blurring the boundary between the inside and outside of the apartment is a plethora of 

houseplants, which add to Jean-Christophe’s ‘slightly haphazard’ approach to decorating; 
the form of the stained-glass windows in the dining room gave rise to numerous arches 
and curved shapes, as seen in the Greek-inspired kitchen; the high-backed chair on the 
left and the green 1950s arrow wall sculpture were both acquired in Antwerp, and the 

mirrored ceiling light and plant stand on the right at a Brussels flea market. The wooden 
stools are by Pols Potten (polspotten.nl); atop the mantelpiece are two ceramic Mado 

Jaulin vases, alongside a smaller blue Murano glass vessel. The drip painting in the hearth 
by Jacin Giordano (jacingiordano.com) is from Galerie Sultana (galeriesultana.com); 

a niche in the kitchen displays a vintage green blown-glass vase created by La Verrerie de 
Biot, purchased by Jean-Christophe at the Porte de Vanves market in Paris, and the three 

ceramics on the counter, also by Mado Jaulin, are from the Saint-Ouen flea market. On the 
far right is a brick sculpture created by designer Patricia Urquiola.



Very few of the furnishings were brought here from his 

previous home. Exceptions include the 1970s leather and 

brass dining chairs, acquired at a Brussels flea market, and the 

Vincenzo De Cotiis sofa in the sitting room, which is one of his 

favourite possessions. 

Another of Jean-Christophe’s passions is ceramics. One of 

his pieces, from Danish potter Frederik Nystrup Larsen’s Not a 

Sports Club series, has a rather naïve nature that he particularly 

likes. Deliberate imperfections are evident elsewhere, too. 

Artworks are propped nonchalantly against the walls or on 

the floor, and the blue mirror above the fireplace in the living 

room looks as if it has been cut out badly. Its irregular edges are, 

however, intentional. Jean-Christophe also painted only part of 

the kitchen ceiling, but is so satisfied with the way it looks that

he’s planning to leave it incomplete. Still, considering his love of

constant change, you’re never quite sure.  singular-paris.com
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Deliberate imperfections are 
evident elsewhere, too. Artworks 
are propped nonchalantly against 
the walls or on the floor, and the 
blue mirror above the fireplace in 
the living room looks as if it has 
been cut out badly. Its irregular 
edges are, however, intentional. 



TH IS SPR EA D, CLOCKW ISE  
FROM FA R LEFT 

A shelf in the study showcases photographs 
taken by Jean-Christophe, an arrow from  

Astier de Villatte (astierdevillatte.com) and  
a vase by Atelier DaLo (atelierdalo.blogspot.fr); 

minimalism reigns supreme in the bathroom, 
which includes a shower fixture from Cristina 

(cristinarubinetterie.fr). Propped up on the 
ledge is a postcard from the US; stained 

glass makes another appearance in the main 
bedroom, where a pixellated photograph of 
a TV screen taken by Jean-Christophe and 

silver canvas by Swiss artist John Armleder 
contrast with the brighter hues of the space. 

The scatter cushions on the bed are from The 
Conran Shop (conranshop.co.uk); a 1970s glass-

topped brass table in the main bedroom holds 
an artwork by Marc Turlan and a blue ceramic 

vessel from Sicily. The large glassed artwork 
behind them, and the small pink table were 

both created by Jean-Christophe. The yellow 
stool on the left was bought in Cape Town. 

H O U S E  paris
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TH IS SPR EA D, FROM LEFT
At 1 800m above sea level, the 1950s ‘summer pavilion’ – part of Lightning’s Nest, a Johannesburg property belonging to creative 
director, curator and Japanophile Vincent Truter and sports editor Jonty Mark – offers one of the best views in the city; on the 
veranda, wicker chairs and a travertine table from a local antique store – presided over by an Arthur M Kayle print, another lucky 
vintage find – make sunny al fresco gatherings a pleasure. Overhead, hanging glass vessels sourced from a laboratory glass 
manufacturer in Joburg are filled with greenery from the vast, historical garden.



O
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At the highest point in Johannesburg,
a historical show garden blooms again
around a manor house that combines
ancient Japanese design philosophy

 with extraordinary collections

H O US E  observatory



TH IS PAGE,  
FROM TOP
Using handmade ceramic 
teaware, homeowner Vincent 
Truter prepares a traditional 
Japanese tea ceremony in the 
kitchen; in the ‘earth’-toned 
lounge, a turn-of-the-century 
handwoven silk obi graces 
the wall, alongside a larger 
silk textile. In the corner, on a 
lucite table from Modernist in 
Parkhurst (modernist.biz), are 
a vintage wicker lamp from 
Granny’s Attic in Kensington 
(grannysattic.co.za) and 
a quartz crystal sourced 
through a mineral specimens 
dealer. A glass Tone stool 
by Marcel Wanders for 
Kartell catches the light 
in the foreground.

historical horticultural show garden, built at the 

highest  point in Johannesburg, has found new life in 

the hands of Jonty Mark, a sports editor, and husband 

Vincent Truter, a curator and creative director. The 

immense property includes a manor house, two 

charming stone cottages – built from the stone of the 

quarry below it in Bezuidenhout Valley – and, at its 

acme, a pale-pink 1950s  ‘summer pavilion’. Today, 

Lightning’s Nest seamlessly combines the couple’s love 

for nature and design into a creative living environment 

where an extraordinary collection of natural objects 

lives comfortably alongside high design.  

When it was opened to the public in 1905, this site 

boasted one of the city’s most exquisite gardens, famous 

for its rare plants and spectacular views. But, after 

years of neglect while changing hands over the past 

century, it had become a jungle of wild species. Since 

buying it 15 years ago, the couple has tamed each of the 

spaces dramatically – in the garden and in the buildings 

– carefully embracing ancient Japanese philosophies to 

guide what should be kept and what should be removed.

The show garden’s original cast-iron street lamps 

have remained, for instance, and still light the way up 

the winding stone staircase at the base of the property, 

which meanders through decades-old beds of clivias, a 

waterfall and well-established, towering trees.  

At the top of the stairs, a grand stone Herbert Baker-

style manor house opens up to reveal a sitting room

on one side, and the dining and kitchen areas on the

other. The classical arrangement of the space is  
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T H IS PAGE, 
CLOCKW ISE 
FROM TOP
A white vintage 
lamp from Helsinki 
adds a futuristic 
edge to the living 
area, where Yoruba 
masks complement 
their golden-
yellow backdrop; 
resplendent above an 
Art Deco games table, 
from a cottage on the 
property, is a 27-year-
old staghorn from 
Fernhaven nursery 
(fernhaven.co.za). 
The handcarved 
Indonesian screen 
beyond came 
from a Seychelles 
restaurant; cane 
furniture from 
Granny’s Attic 
in Kensington 
and scatters 
from MRP Home 
(mrphome.com) 
contrast well with 
the manor house’s 
rich stone walls.  

H O US E  observatory
 



T H IS SPR EA D, 
CLOCKW ISE 
FROM LEFT
On a chest atop Vincent’s 
collage table, an 
anatomical illustration 
from Collector’s Treasury 
in Joburg reprises the 
lattices of flanking sea-
fan corals; a Dokter and 
Misses lamp prototype 
arcs over a vintage 
medical-examination-
turned-shiatsu bed for 
Vincent’s practice in the 
‘water’-themed room; 
overlooking his shell 
collection is a portrait 
of playwright Anton 
Chekhov, sourced from 
the Russian National 
Archive in Moscow. An 
inherited French-style 
display shelf showcases 
additional objets.

made contemporary with eclectic interiors, 

created by Vincent, who used the four elements as 

a theme: a room each for air, earth, fire and water. 

In the ‘earth’ room, a brown leather couch 

sits  low on the floor, grounding the space 

among the shine of antique silk kimonos from 

Vincent’s travels to Japan, rare crystal specimens 

and an unusual collection of carved wooden 

fungi. And Vincent’s passion for gardening is made 

clear via the massive 27-year-old staghorn fern in 

the dining room, which hangs above an Art Deco 

games table in place of a traditional chandelier. 

On the other side of the hall, bold turquoise 

walls, botanical fabrics and hordes of rare 

seashells capture the ‘water’ element in the 

home’s old front parlour, which Vincent has 

converted into his shiatsu and movement room. 

It’s also where he keeps his comprehensive array 

of shells – one of the largest such collections in 

the southern hemisphere, Vincent explains, all 

carefully arranged in beach-sand-filled boxes 

according to their biological taxonomy. 

Upstairs, the elemental approach continues 

in the private areas, where one of the bedrooms 

embodies the concept of ‘air’. The crisp white room 

combines bleached cane furniture, a handcarved 

bed from Cameroon, light maple woods, dried 

indigenous leaves and pale purple linen. The 

second bedroom down the hall is on the opposite 

end of the spectrum: it’s painted a dark emerald 

green from floor to ceiling, and furnished with 

black linens, heavy curtains and unusual ebony 

wood sculptures. 

At the top of the garden, the summer pavilion 

overlooks a spectacular ‘Pink Champagne’ 

bottlebrush tree that the couple spent months 

trimming and training into what Vincent 

describes as ‘a giant bonsai’. The wind-gnarled, 

twisted trunk bends low to avoid the elements, 

and has become the ideal (if ‘accidental’) seat from 

which to view the picturesque expanse beyond. 

Set at an airy 1 808m above sea level, this 

impromptu bench must be one of the most 

beautiful spots in Johannesburg and, like 

Lightning’s Nest itself, provides a perfect lesson in 

how a house – even when it’s also a grand manor 

– can live comfortably with nature. 
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T H IS PAGE
Pale purples, bleached cane 

furniture and intricate details come 
together in this light-filled space, 

where a handcarved Bamileke bed 
from Cameroon is draped with a 
Tamu cushion, and silk and straw 

pillows from Japan, as well as a 
mohair throw bought on travels 

through Scandinavia. Above them 
is a brass pendant light from 

Weylandts (weylandts.co.za), which 
picks up on the circular motif of the 

large, digitally reprinted artwork – 
originally handpainted by Vincent 

– that hangs the length of the wall.

OPPOSITE PAGE, 
CLOCKW ISE 

FROM TOP LEFT
The ‘air’ scheme of one bedroom 

is perfectly characterised by crisp 
white walls and blonde wood, with 

an aluminium Espresso lamp by 
Piers Mansfield-Scaddan from David 

Krut (davidkrut.com) providing 
ambient lighting. The Finnish 

plywood bed from Pretoria-based 
Raw Studios (rawstudios.co.za) is 
dressed in linen from Weylandts 

and a vintage mohair blanket from 
Rosebank Market; in the bathroom, 
which is clad in original black tiles, 
the marble basin counter is home 

to a range of ceramic sculptures 
sourced from flea markets across 

the globe; a vignette of handmade 
ceramic teaware collected by 

Vincent on his trips across Japan; 
a tranquil spot in the garden: the 

snake sculpture on the right of 
the bench was commissioned by 

a Zimbabwean stone sculptor with 
whom Vincent has been working 

closely, and the pond’s copper 
lotus sculpture is by Sarah Cronin 

Designs (sarahcronindesigns.com).

SCAN HERE FOR A 
VIDEO WALK-THROUGH

OF THIS HOUSE

HOUSEANDLEISURE.CO.ZA
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T H IS SPR EA D
The epitome of seamless indoor-outdoor living,  
this double-storey home on the Double Bay waterfront in  
Sydney, Australia, was designed by South African architects 
SAOTA to meet its owners’ desire for a balance between family-
living and entertainment spaces. In the living area, Polygonal 
Ring pendant lights by Italian studio Henge (henge07.com) hang 
above the formal dining table – the lighting design specifically 
chosen so as not to obstruct scenic views of the bay beyond, 
and for its playful, abstract shape. The artwork, by artist Pae 
White, was sourced on behalf of the owner after she noticed 
it in a Los Angeles store and fell in love with the piece.



H O U S E  sydney

OPEN
SOURCE

PHOTOGRAPHS ADAM LETCHI

      



ituated on the water’s 

edge in Double Bay, 

an upmarket suburb 

located along Sydney’s 

vast natural harbour, 

this two-storey family 

home was designed 

by South African 

architects SAOTA, 

and takes maximum 

advantage of the scenic 

views over the pristine 

beach and bay in front of the house.  

The homeowners’ brief to the architects was to 

ensure that the house balanced the requirements of 

family living with socialising and entertaining. And 

with the architectural layout and decor allowing 

for small family gatherings and big functions in 

equal measure, it’s safe to say that the design has 

certainly met the owners’ needs. The ground floor 

accommodates the kitchen and the main living 

and entertainment areas, while the upper level 

comprises five bedrooms and an additional intimate 

lounge for the family. 

On entering the abode, a double-volume lobby 

immediately captures the eye – and the imagination 

– and reveals glimpses of the sophisticated interior 

design within, created by Cape Town-based studio 

ARRCC. The expansive two-storey wall in the 

entrance hall is grounded by a striking Okha Hits 

and Misses server, with the detailed metal base 

adding warmth to the space. Custom-made beaten 

brass discs, imagined by ARRCC and executed 

by Sydney craftsperson Andrew Earp, are spaced 

across the full expanse of the double-volume wall 

above the server. The changing light and shadows 

cast by this installation mimic the play of the 

reflections across the bay. 

Shaped wooden slats frame the interior staircase, 

which is visible from the street outside and reveals 

itself further as you enter the abode. The wooden 

slats soften the architectural lines and add interest 

while also creating a private ‘core’ of the home that 

circles up to the first floor’s sleeping quarters.  

In turn, the lobby opens up to an internal

courtyard – which can also be used as an

entertainment space – where a mirrored sculpture

by Israeli artist and industrial designer Arik Levy

serves as a focal point. On the opposite side of the

courtyard, a large exterior white wall on the upper

level doubles as a screen for outdoor movie nights.

On the ground floor, full-height glass doors and

windows bring in the magnificent views, at the same

time allowing the living and entertainment spaces

to flow into one another. All these spaces on the

lower level were conceptualised and furnished via

close collaboration between the designers and the

homeowners, and the result yielded a very special
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TH IS SPR EA D, CLOCKW ISE FROM LEFT
The transparency and openness of the ground floor contrasts clearly 
with the upper level, which is clad in a variety of more ‘solid’ finishes 
that lend a sense of privacy upstairs; shaped timber slats frame the 

curved staircase; a cluster of Brokis shadow suspension lamps 
(brokis.cz) hang above the breakfast counter in the kitchen area, 

and the bar stools are by Gubi (gubi.com); the living area includes an 
Okha marble coffee table combined with a custom-designed brass 

coffee table (made by Andrew Earp), repeating the brass texture 
found in the entrance hall. An eclectic mix of sidetables positioned 

next to the Minotti sofas (minotti.com) includes a Taksim black 
marble table by Konstantin Grcic for Marsotto (marsotto.com). 



collection of international brands and South African-

designed, custom-made pieces. 

Various shades of blue – the homeowners’ favourite 

hue – are included in the house’s palette: selected 

furniture pieces and accessories, as well as bespoke 

handtufted rugs made of wool and bamboo silk, are 

used to bring these blue notes into the mostly neutral 

scheme to provide little bursts of colour that capture 

and reflect the tones of the waterfront. 

Having an open design on the ground floor means 

that the vistas over the bay are visible from most areas, 

providing a beautiful backdrop for any social occasion. 

But the interior ‘views’ are exceptional, too. To add 

interest to the formal lounge, a variety of finishes were 

chosen: the oversized artwork above the fireplace, 

created by contemporary American artist Pae White, 

features images of foil woven together in cotton and 

polyester, which adds a textural dimension to the 

entertainment area as well as reprising the overall 

colour palette. 

Outside, the furnishings in the entertainment areas 

continue the indoor colour theme, cementing the 

concept of seamless integration. Decor highlights here 

include an outdoor sofa and rug designed by Italian 

design firm Paola Lenti, as well as a gorgeous rough 

marble coffee table by Milan-based Italian interior 

designer Henry Timi. Ceramic stools in blue and silver 

from Italian furniture designer and manufacturer 

Gervasoni accentuate the deep colours of the pool, and 

are teamed with custom-made wooden stools to create 

a layered and textural feel. 

In complete contrast with the transparency and 

openness of the ground floor, the upper level is clad in a 

variety of more ‘solid’ finishes, which create a sense of 

seclusion upstairs. This is where the family retreats to 

an intimate lounge that is an informal gathering space, 

and where all the bedrooms are situated. 

Clean lines and large volumes using warm timber, 

white walls and travertine floors, integrating with 

the bay views beyond, combine to blur the boundaries 

between the inside and the outside – at the same time

creating perfect balance between entertainment

space, privacy and the needs of the family.   

saota.com, arrcc.com
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TH IS SPR EA D, CLOCKW ISE FROM LEFT
Located on a raised level, the informal lounge features 
pops of sunshine yellow in the armchairs by Saintluc S.R.L 
(saintluc.fr), disrupting the neutral and blue palette seen 
throughout the ground floor. The owners’ existing artwork 
was incorporated into the room, and includes a sculpture 
by Yioryios on the left; in the main bedroom, the custom-
made bed is dressed in Quagliotti Italian linen, supplied by 
The Hall Collection (thehallcollection.co.za). Black Atollo 
table lamps by Oluce (oluce.com) add a striking modernist 
contrast, while the burnished bronze sidetable lends warmth 
to the cool tones of the space; apart from providing privacy, 
the metal mesh screen on the upper level of the house 
creates interesting texture; Enchanted Woods wallcovering 
in Moon Glow by Phillip Jeffries (phillipjeffries.com) 
wraps the guest bathroom walls, picking up on the brass 
finishes and the angular mirror imported from France.  
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DIGITAL

Nespresso brings the café into the kitchen. Inside each

Nespresso capsule lies a secret blend, roasted and

ground by coffee aficionados from around the globe.

The newly relaunched Lattissima Touch is Nespresso’s

newest innovation in at-home technology. Espresso,

cappuccino, lungo, latte, macchiato – whatever you’re

in the mood for, you can make it at the touch of a

button. The machine’s tactile interface is designed

to suit the contemporary kitchen, and with pre-

heating settings, you can serve your favourite blend

even quicker than before. An integrated milk froth

regulator gives you full control over the texture of

your froth. It’s your coffee, your way, every day.

When you buy a 12-month subscription to House

and Leisure, you’ll get 30% off, and stand a chance 

to win a Nespresso gift card worth R1 000.

+ YOU COULD WIN A R1 000 NESPRESSO GIFT CARD 
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KITCHEN CONFIDENTIAL ALL THE

HOMES THAT
BRING THE
OUTDOORS IN

SPRING
celebrate

RICH MNISI’S
MABONENG PAD
KAROO COOL
THE ART & CRAFT
 OF MOHAIR RUGS 

SUB
SEE IT FIRST

Receive your magazine

before it hits the shelves.

FREE DELIVERY

Your copy of House and Leisure will

reach you safely every time.

ONCE-OFF OFFER

Don’t miss your chance to

get 30% off a 12-month 

subscription.

For subscriptions queries,

please call 087-405-2221

or email subs@magsathome.co.za

Nespresso

Nespresso

Nespresso.ZA

EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE2

For more information visit

za.buynespresso.com or connect

with Nespresso on social media:
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1. BELLA CASA TRATTORIA

Each room in the City of Roses’ favourite 
trattoria offers a different dining experience. 
Book a table next to the fireplace in 
winter or bask in the courtyard in summer. 
Whether it’s Pecan Brittle pizza or Black 
Beast steak, there’s a recommended wine 
pairing for each dish. 31 President Steyn
Ave, Westdene, 051-448-9573.

 Bella Casa Trattoria Restaurant

2. BLOEMFONTEIN 

AUTHENTIC BARBERS

This intimate three-seater barbershop 
sports replica AJ Rollert chairs on which 
Bloem’s beaus are groomed. The organic 
Bad Ass Beard oil made by owner Annorien 
Geyer is the perfect after-care for her 
popular DKW (dans, kerk, werk) haircut. 
Check in on Facebook and receive a free 
beer while you’re pampered. 32 Louw
Wepener St, Dan Pienaar, 074-583-3218.

 BAB Barbers

3. BOUDOIR BOUTIQUE BAR

Quirky decor – gilded mirrors, floral 
wallpaper and birdcages – make this cosy 
bar popular for after-work drinks. Quaff 
wine slushies or glühwein with light meals 
such as Parmesan-crumbed pork chops 
and the legendary jalapeño poppers with 
nachos and guacamole. Don’t leave without 
trying the Mexican hot chocolate with
tequila. Shop 3C, Bays Village, Bayswater,
051-436-5610.  Boudoir Boutique Bar

4. CREATIVE EDGE

Make this contemporary furniture store 
your go-to for its wide selection of kitchen, 
dining and café chairs, sourced from 
abroad or designed in-house. Here, you’ll 
find everything from branching globe 
chandeliers and custom-made Belgian 
linen cushions to decorative ceramics and 
glassware, shelving, cabinetry and bespoke 
coffee tables. 1 Torbet St, Noordhoek, 
051-011-7091.  Creative Edge

TEXT TRACY LYNN CHEMALY PRODUCTION
IAN MARTIN PHOTOGRAPHS MICKY HOYLE
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5. THE STAFFORDSHIRE

With live music from Wednesday to
Saturday, The Staffy, as it is affectionately
called, is Bloem’s late-night jol. The modern
pub’s garden seating makes for sunny
day-time catch-ups, but sit inside around
the designer copper-clad bar if you want
to make friends with the town’s best
barpeople. Look out for the monthly
quiz nights and karaoke events.
5 Faan Ferreira Ave, 087-897-0419.

The Staffordshire

6. GALLERY ON LEVISEUR

Designed by local architect Sergio Nunes, 
this gallery’s structure is a major part of its 
allure. Floor-to-ceiling glass panes allow 
natural light to illuminate the works, which 
are often selected by guest curators, with 
a focus on regional artists, photographers 
and ceramicists. Take some time for coffee 
at the adjoining café, 59Plenty. 59 General 
Dan Pienaar Dr, Westdene, 082-626-7606,
051-444-1683. galleryonleviseur.co.za;

cafeplenty.co.za

7. JACK AND JILL FOOD CO.

The place for a wholesome ‘brekfis’. 
Try their version of the croque-madame 
– The French Lady – with smoked pork 
neck instead of ham, or Tres Leches 
french toast, made with condensed 
milk, coconut milk and Ideal milk. The 
focus on fresh produce is obvious 
even in its gin bar, with a botanical 
recommended for each drink. Shop UG8,
Loch Logan Waterfront, 105 Henry St,
063-675-9502  Jack and Jill Food Co.

8. JOHNNY’S FRUIT MARKET
For more than 20 years, this friendly 
family business has been supplying 
locals with daily seasonal fruit and 
veggies. The baby veg selection makes 
for perfect potjies, and ready-to-cook 
soup packs simplify shopping. Grab a 
R100 combo special filled with a choice 
crop of fresh produce to last all week. 
43 2nd Ave, Westdene, 051-430-1541. 
johnnysfruitmarket.co.za

9. OLIEWENHUIS ART MUSEUM
Once the governor general’s home, this 
Neo Dutch-style mansion has a notable 
permanent collection that includes JH 
Pierneef’s ‘Rustenburg Kloof’, Willem 
Boshoff’s ‘Blind Alphabet A’ (for the 
visually impaired), and works by acclaimed 
Belgium-born Free State artist Frans 
Claerhout, as well as a delightful sculpture 
garden. 16 Harry Smith St, Dan Pienaar, 
051-011-0525. nasmus.co.za

10. STELLAR BREWERY
Handcrafted in the city, Mangaung Gold, 
Noctis Stout, Free State Lager and Bloem 
Weiss are made by the city’s only certified 
beer judge, Dr Jasiu Lewtak, whose 
chemistry PhD gives these beers extra 
street cred. Look out for the recently 
launched Free State Lite and African Queen 
IPA. Better yet, book a tasting session at 
the brewery. 21 Maasdorp St, Ou Ooseinde, 
079-562-7083. stellarbrewery.co.za
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Owner of The 
Staffordshire, 
Keegan Hepburn, 
and Waska, 
the staffy.
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REVIEW OF THE ROYAL 

FISCHER HOTEL

HOUSEANDLEISURE.CO.ZA

11. THE ROYAL FISCHER HOTEL

Situated amid the indigenous vegetation 
of a wildlife estate, this five-suite, five-star 
boutique hotel hosts magical sundowners 
at its boma. Book the Abraham suite, and 
bask in a bubble bath on the balcony as 
giraffes and zebras wander by. It’s open 
to the public for dinner and high tea by 
appointment. 65 Kameeldoring Draai, 
Woodland Hills, 051-433-7977. 
royalfischer.com

12. THE ZAR LAB

Lifestyle and concept creator extraordinaire 
Tony Peng launched The ZAR LAB as 
an experimental venue for creatives and 
business minds to come together and 
exchange ideas. Available for meetings, 
events and as a co-working space, its 
contemporary Zen aesthetic and soothing 
playlist lend themselves to free-flow 
thinking. Plus, the Wi-Fi’s fast! 30 Louw 
Wepener St, Dan Pienaar, 072-280-8922. 

 The ZAR LAB 

Jill Nowers 
of Jack and 
Jill Food Co.

The ZAR LAB’s 
Tony Peng
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L E I S U R E   savour

JAPAN CALLING

Cape Town favourite Tjing Tjing has upgraded its look

and added an exciting new experience: Tjing Tjing 

Momiji offers sophisticated dining inspired by the 

structure, ceremony and meticulousness of a Japanese 

kaiseki menu. It’s  located between Tjing Tjing’s popular 

rooftop bar and Tjing Tjing Torii, which offers more 

casual meals on the ground floor. 165 Longmarket St, 

Cape Town, 021-422-4374, tjingtjing.co.za

COMPILED BY ANNZRA DENITA, GARRETH VAN NIEKERK 
PHOTOGRAPHS HEINRICH KNOETZE, SUPPLIED

Weekend trips to Elgin just got more tempting thanks to the Elgin 

Railway Market. Located in an old apple warehouse that has been 

converted into a bustling station market, it’s the new home of a variety of edible 

treats. The best part? You can get there by steam train from Cape Town. Friday–

Sunday, Oak Ave, Elgin, 021-204-1158, elginrailwaymarket.co.za

ANATOLI 
AT HOME 
If you’re mad 

about this Cape Town 

gem, you can try making 

Turkish food at home 

with help from owner 

Tayfun Aras’ cookbook 

Anatoli: Authentic Turkish 

Cuisine (Human & 

Rousseau, R375).

THE KICK INSIDE

 NOTES OF TURMERIC, BLACK PEPPER, LEMON AND 

 UNBLEACHED SUGAR BRING THE TART FIZZ OF KOMBUCHA 

 BACK TO THE FUTURE IN JOBURG-BASED CAZ KOMBUCHA’S 

 TASTY THE KICKSTARTER BLEND. KEEP YOUR EYES 

PEELED FOR THEIR NEW TROPICAL OFFERING

— A HEALTHYIADDITION TO A GIN-BASED COCKTAIL. 

 CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE FOR A FULL LIST OF I 

 STOCKISTS. R80 FOR A PACK OF FOUR × 250ML,I

 CAZKOMBUCHA.CO.ZA

BBQ FLAVOUR
Chef PJ Vadas (left) has brought 

his expertise to Spier Wine Farm 

with his new venture, Vadas 

Smokehouse & Bakery. The 

menu is meat-driven and ‘order 

for the table’ in style – think a 

whole leg of lamb for six, with 

a variety of side dishes – plus it 

will change daily based on what 

ingredients are available at the 

farm. Spier Wine Farm, Baden 

Powell Dr, Stellenbosch, 

spier.co.za

SUN’S OUT… 

Meet your new 

fridge accessory: 

the Veuve Clicquot 

pencil magnet, which 

commemorates the 

brand’s sunburst- 

yellow limited-

edition bottles. 

R549 (750ml), 

veuveclicquot.com

SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT
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T H IS PAGE
As you walk into Fernhaven 

off Pretoria’s iconic 
Lynnwood Road, you are 
greeted by a profusion of 

beautiful greenery from 
the top down. Owner 

Chris Myburgh built 
this greenhouse himself 

by reclaiming the roof 
structure from an old 
building and over the 

years slowly added each 
plant to create a magical 

microcosm that opens up 
into a speciality nursery.



L E I S U R E  garden

   
TEXT SYLVIA MCKEOWN PHOTOGRAPHS SARAH DE PINA

hris Myburgh needed a break 

from suburban Pretoria. He 

was a student in radiology, 

working as a GP in Joburg, 

and had an urge to get out of 

the capital city. So he got into 

his car and drove down to 

Mpumalanga – where, in the 

middle of the mists of Sabie, 

he saw a plant that would change his life. ‘I just thought 

“Wow, I must have one”,’ he says. 

After going to a local nursery and asking around, he 

discovered that the plant in question was an indigenous 

tree fern called Cyathea dregei. ‘I bought three and 

they all died,’ says the man who is now standing in 

what can only be described as an enclosed tropical 

fern paradise out on Lynnwood Road on the eastern 

side of Pretoria. After the tragic deaths of his baby tree 

ferns, he was inspired to do some research and, in the 

process, turned his curiosity into a passion. He joined 

the Fern Society of South Africa and found a friend and 

business partner in legendary local fern cultivator, the 

late Jimmy Punter. 

Myburgh would buy ‘baby’ ferns from Punter’s 

farm in Polokwane, grow them and sell them on the 

side of the road out the back of his bakkie – ‘just for 

extra income and to keep myself busy,’ he says. Then 

he met his wife Carol (who doesn’t have any interest 

in plants) and they found the property that would 

initially become their wedding venue, and eventually 

Fernhaven Nursery, where they have lived for 25 years.

Some of the oldest organisms on earth, ferns  can 

be traced back to the Carboniferous Age, about 350 

million years ago. It was a time when our deserts were 

filled with water, where massive trees cast vast swathes 

of shade and the air was thick with high humidity: 

perfect conditions for fern growth. It is thanks to 

these fern forests that we have our fossil-fuel seams, 

as coal was formed from compressed, decomposed fern 

vegetation. Dinosaurs would arrive only much later on, 

during the Mesozoic Era.

Ferns are a wondrously diverse species, with native 

plants found in almost every country in the world. 

But they are also primitive plants, reproducing not 

from seed, but from dust-like spores on the backs of 

their leaves. This means that they don’t need to be 

pollinated, so you are never going to see pretty flowers 

or fruits on your fern, but it’s the species’ luscious 

evergreen foliage that drives its charm. Which is not to 

say that you won’t find ferns with spots of colour: silver 

tree-ferns exist beyond the New Zealand All Blacks 

rugby team jersey and there are very few things as

C
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delightful as a pink-hued Indonesian 

maidenhair fern.

Plus, beyond the ground and 

tree-like varietals we ordinarily 

associate with the species, some 

of the more collectable show 

stoppers grow (literally) on trees. 

Epiphyte ferns are all the rage these 

days, particularly platycerium or 

staghorn ferns. Although sometimes 

difficult to grow, these are more 

than worth taking trouble over, 

especially because they are fast 

friends with the other families of 

the moment: orchids and air plants. 

Staghorns are among Myburgh’s 

particular favourites and he has 

a vast variety growing and for 

sale around his property. The 

most staggering of these are the 

Platycerium elephantotis ferns – 

wide-leafed hanging beauties that 

hail from the Congo and are the 

ultimate collector’s prize. 

But it’s always important to walk 

before you can run, and here are 

some tips to get you up to jogging 

speed on the fern front.

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE

Yes, ferns love water – and a lot of it. 

And no, we haven’t forgotten that 

we’re dealing with water scarcity 

across the country. But it’s not 

impossible to make ferns work. 

Gone are the days where pretty 

much anyone had the space and 

the resources for a Victorian-era 

fern garden, but if you pour all your 

focus into one shady spot, you’ll be 

set. It’s surprising how many ferns 

you can pack into a fairly small area 

if you diversify and stagger with 

taller standards, wide fans, hanging 

baskets, shrub-like minis and 

groundcover mosses. 

Trussing some staghorns into 

a tree’s branches is always a good 

idea, too. This choreography is not 

just to be dynamic, as watering 

from the top down means that the 

run-off helps the ferns below in 

two-for-the-price-of-one fashion. 

And fallen leaves become natural 

organic fertiliser, helping retain 

extra moisture. 

Most importantly, if you’re not 

using grey water for your garden 

already, get on it, because your ferns 

will like the ‘secondhand’ water as 

much as your water restrictions do.
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T H IS SPR EA D, CLOCKW ISE 
FROM TOP LEFT 

Fern Haven owner Chris Myburgh 
mounts a Platycerium alcicorne 

(Madagascar form) staghorn; a crozier 
of cibotium unfurls; although water-
loving, ferns are perfectly at home 
among less thirsty species such as 
the colourful neoregelia ‘Karunash’ 

and the old faithful, delicious monster; 
staghorns produce two types of 

fronds: the more rounded, flat ‘shield’ 
fronds of the base and the ‘antler’ 

fronds that shoot out; pair staghorns 
with other bright epiphytes such as 
these bromeliads – aechmeas – and 

neoregelias; the ever beautiful yet fickle 
delta maidenhair; ferns are not only 

one of the oldest living plant groups on 
Earth, but also one of the most diverse; 

an unfolding frond of the tree fern 
Cyathea dregei; despite needing a great 
deal of moisture, ferns don’t like living 
inside water. Make them companions 

to your pond, not residents.
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GRANDMA KNEW BEST

In terms of growing ferns indoors, 

there’s a reason your grandmother 

kept her ferns in her bathroom. The 

moisture and mist from showering 

and bathing comes in handy to keep 

plants hydrated. And if it’s still 

not enough, just dunk them into a 

solution of Epsom salts, water and 

tea to counteract dehydration, and 

they’ll come back to life beautifully. 

PICK SMART, NOT HARD

Nothing is more disheartening 

than a maidenhair fern. Generally 

the go-to ‘starter’ variety, as they 

are readily available, they are also 

pernicious weaklings that shrivel up 

and admit defeat at the first sign of 

stress. Maidenhairs are absolutely 

beautiful, but they will break your 

heart if you don’t know what you’re 

doing. Bird’s nest ferns are a very 

good place to start, thanks to their 

hardy, wide leaves, which come in 

various shapes and sizes. 

The ever-faithful Boston 

fern is another good species for 

beginners. And when it comes to 

tree ferns, you can’t go wrong with 

a Dicksonia antarctica, but if you 

want something a little less old-

fashioned, go for a monkey-paw fern. 

If you look past the fact that they can 

resemble a fuzzy spider’s legs with 

leaves, this variety creates quite a 

statement in a hanging basket. Keep 

any of these alive for two months 

and you’ll definitely be on your way 

to, well, branching out. 

fernhaven.co.za

T H IS SPR EA D, CLOCKW ISE 
FROM TOP LEFT 
A great beginner plant, the Boston 
fern even does well indoors; silver 
ferns make a handsome addition 
if you’re looking for height in your 
collection; by mixing planting heights, 
fern varieties, and other species, 
you can cultivate a dynamic garden 
and a green ecosystem that makes 
the best of the water and space that 
you have; depending on the plant, it 
takes some patience to cultivate fern 
spores. Factors to consider include 
temperature control, and having the 
right sterile equipment as well as 
peat moss; hanging fern baskets, 
colour and Spanish moss paint 
a particularly pretty picture; create 
a ‘jungle’ atmosphere with the classic 
Cibotium regale (royal cibotium).
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RECIPES AND STYLING BRITA DU PLESSIS
PHOTOGRAPHS TOBY MURPHY 
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LAYERED GREEN 
SLAW WITH 
COCONUT AND  
LIME DRESSING
For the dressing

250ml coconut milk

Juice and zest of 1 lime

1T soy sauce

2t honey

62.5ml good-quality  

coriander pesto

½t chilli flakes 

1T shredded, peeled ginger 

For the slaw

¾ Chinese or regular cabbage,  

finely sliced

1 fennel bulb, shaved

2 green apples, cut into matchsticks

2 cups micro whole radishes

1 cup finely shredded purple kale 

½ cup mint leaves

½ cup coriander leaves

1 cup sprouts

½ cup roasted peanuts

½ cup toasted pumpkin seeds

¼ cup toasted sesame seeds

Mix the dressing ingredients and 

pour into a large glass container. 

Layer the slaw components 

one on top of another, ending with 

the nuts and seeds. Toss to mix 

at the table.

SERVES 4

For a more substantial meal,  

add a layer of glass noodles  

and cooked prawns or tofu. 

Experiment with a variety of 

dressings as well as seasonal  

vegetables and herbs.



CREAMY  
BUTTERNUT PASTA
500g peeled, cubed butternut

2 garlic cloves, peeled

1t chilli flakes, or to taste

4T olive oil

20 large sage leaves 

400g mafaldine pasta*

250ml good-quality hot vegetable stock

250ml cream

Salt and pepper, to taste 

Grated Parmesan and  

80ml toasted pine nuts, to serve

Preheat the oven to 180ºC. Toss the 

butternut, garlic and chilli in 2T of  

olive oil, place on a baking tray and 

cover with foil. Roast for 30 minutes 

or until soft.

In the meantime, heat 2T olive oil in 

a small pan and fry the sage leaves for 

about 30 seconds until crisp, but still 

green. Drain on paper towel.

Cook the pasta according to the 

manufacturer’s instructions, drain  

and set aside, keeping hot. 

Mix the stock with the cream  

and bring to a simmer. Remove  

from the heat and pour into a blender. 

Add the butternut and process until 

smooth, adding a little more water  

if needed. Adjust the seasoning 

to taste.

Stir through the hot pasta and top 

with sage leaves, grated Parmesan  

and pine nuts. Serve immediately.

SERVES 4

*Or any ribbon-shaped pasta.
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CAULIFLOWER TAHINI 
WITH LAVOUSH
For the cauliflower purée

1kg cauliflower florets

250ml cream

500ml good-quality 

vegetable stock

2T butter

Salt, to taste

For the tahini dressing

2 garlic cloves

62.5ml lemon juice

125ml tahini

½t salt

A pinch of 

ground cumin

6T water

For the cauliflower florets

250g each of cauliflower and fioretti 

tenderstems, broken into small florets

Zest of 1 lemon

1T olive oil

1T sesame oil

1T sumac

Salt and pepper, to taste

4T toasted sesame seeds, extra 

sumac and sesame oil, to serve

Preheat the oven to 180ºC. To make 

the cauliflower purée, place the florets, 

cream and vegetable stock in a pot 

and bring to the boil. Reduce the heat 

and simmer for 20 minutes or until soft. 

Drain the cauliflower (reserving the 

cooking cream), place in a blender with 

the butter and process until smooth, 

adding a little of the reserved cooking 

cream if needed. Season to taste, set 

aside and keep warm.

For the tahini dressing, blend the 

garlic, lemon juice, tahini, salt and 

cumin with the water, and set aside.

Toss the cauliflower and fioretti 

with the lemon zest, olive and sesame 

oils, and sumac. Season and roast in 

the oven for about 15 minutes or until 

golden brown. To assemble, spread the 

warm cauliflower puree on a large platter 

and drizzle the tahini dressing over it. 

Top with the florets, an extra sprinkling 

of sumac, sesame seeds and a drizzle of 

sesame oil. Serve with crispy lavoush*.

SERVES 4

*MAKE YOUR OWN 
CRISPY LAVOUSH 

HOUSEANDLEISURE.CO.ZA
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CARAMELISED 
FENNEL WEDGES 
WITH GOAT’S  
CHEESE DRESSING
For the fennel wedges

2 large fennel bulbs

62.5ml olive oil

Zest of 1 lemon

1t chilli flakes

Salt and pepper, to taste

100g baby asparagus

For the goat’s cheese dressing 

100g plain, soft goat’s cheese

2T organic plain yoghurt

1T honey

1T lemon juice

2T olive oil

Preheat the oven to 180ºC. Trim the 

tops and bottoms of the fennel bulbs 

and remove the fibrous outer skin. Cut 

each in half and then into wedges. 

In a large bowl, combine the fennel 

wedges with the olive oil, lemon zest 

and chilli flakes and toss to coat. 

Season to taste.

Place on a large, lined baking tray 

and roast for 40 to 50 minutes, or 

until soft and caramelised, turning 

halfway during the process. Add the 

asparagus during the last 5 minutes 

of cooking.

In the meantime, combine the 

dressing ingredients and process in  

a blender. Drizzle the dressing over  

the wedges and serve immediately.

SERVES 4 as a side dish

Perfect with pan-fried kingklip or  

any other firm white fish. 

CHIA CREAMS WITH 
AVOCADO MOUSSE
For the chia creams

125ml chia seeds

1T honey

1t vanilla paste

500ml coconut milk

For the avocado mousse

3 ripe avocados

3T honey

3T cocoa

A pinch of salt

½t vanilla extract

125ml each of toasted coconut 

shavings and toasted flaked  

almonds, to serve

Combine the chia, honey and vanilla 

with the coconut milk and refrigerate 

overnight to allow the chia to swell. 

Spoon into each of four glasses or 

ramekins and set aside.

Mix the ingredients for the avocado 

mousse and blend until smooth. 

Spoon on top of the chia creams 

and allow to set in the fridge. Top 

with toasted coconut shavings and  

flaked almonds to serve.

SERVES 4

 

CLOUDY APPLE 
GREEN JUICE
4cm knob of ginger, peeled and sliced

12 lemon verbena leaves 

1 celery stalk, roughly chopped

500ml cloudy apple juice

Muddle or bash the ginger, lemon 

verbena and celery together.

Pour in the apple juice and allow 

to infuse for 30 minutes. 

Serve as is, with ice, or mixed with  

sparkling water.

SERVES 2

For a cocktail kick, add gin and Indian 

tonic water to taste. 
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Cloudy apple green juice.
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ll around the old, historical city of Porto, seagulls 

wheel and cry in the skies above – Porto is situated 

along the estuary of the Douro River, where it meets 

the Atlantic Ocean. The city is one of Europe’s 

oldest, and it isn’t very large (fewer than 250 000 

people live in the central metropolitan area). And, 

of course, it’s the home of the Port wine ‘lodges’, where for hundreds 

of years, the renowned fortified wines created upriver have been aged 

and stored before being exported around the world. 

With the growing popularity of Portugal in general as a tourist 

destination, it was perhaps only a matter of time before everyone’s 

attention turned northwards towards Portugal’s second city. But 

Porto is much more than a mere alternative to the country’s bustling, 

innovation-driven capital. It has a tranquil atmosphere and is quite 

remarkably beautiful. Here are our suggestions for where to eat, drink, 

shop and experience some of the best of this special city. 

Sights to behold

Although Porto’s Old City and Novo de Gaia (on the opposite bank of 

the Douro) aren’t hugely spread out, it’s a good idea to take one of the 

regular tourist buses. The comprehensive circuits through the winding 

streets will orientate you and reveal the fact that, although hilly, the 

city is compact enough to be best experienced on foot. Plus you’ll get 

a sense of exactly which of the many historical attractions you want to 

make time to visit – whether that is the imposing bulk of Sé do Porto 

(Porto Cathedral), the baroque Clérigos Church and Tower or the 

vibrant (if touristy) riverfront area, Cais da Ribeira. 

It’s certainly fun to rattle slowly along the Cais da Ribeira towards 

upmarket Foz do Douro – the area named for the actual river mouth 

– in one of the old wooden trams that first provided public transport 

to Porto’s citizens in the 1870s. Be prepared to queue for Line 1 from 

Infante, the first stop, towards Foz. Then walk on from the end of 

the line towards the Atlantic coastline. The views across the river 

mouth are lovely and the beaches in this area are the place to go for a 

refreshing swim or relaxing stroll on the promenade.

Novo de Gaia is home to the Port lodges. These beautiful old stone 

buildings now sport sophisticated tasting options, and the Ferreira, 

Porto Cruz and Calém lodges are great for exploring and tasting. If 

you’d rather experience multiple cellars and styles in one sitting, visit 

boutique wine store Portologia, which boasts a large variety of wines 

and tastings, accompanied by excellent tapas-style food.

If you’re not fortunate enough to arrive in Porto via São Bento 

station, be sure to pop in to admire the gorgeous tiled panels that line its 

compact main concourse. Traditional in style, the murals incorporate 

about 20 000 glazed tiles and were created for the building’s official 

inauguration in 1916. Also a must-see for azulejo (tile) lovers is the 

Igreja do Carmo, a baroque church with a glorious blue-and-white 

tiled exterior wall – a perfect spot for Instagrammers of both the selfie 

and scenic persuasions. 

Architecture lovers who prefer their attractions a touch more 

modern in style should naturally snap a shot of the famous Dom Lúis I 

bridge, one of no fewer than seven bridges that connect the city across 

the Douro, but the only one to be designed by a disciple of legendary 

French engineer Gustave Eiffel (you can tell). 

A



T H IS SPR EA D,  
CLOCKW ISE FROM A BOV E  
A view of the Douro River alongside 

twists on classic Portuguese dishes 
(pedrolemos.net

Harry 
Potter series (livrarialello.pt/en-us

(thefeetingroom.com).

PR EV IOUS PAGE 
azulejo

the affluent suburb of Foz do Douro is the  
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Also unmissable is the Art Deco villa located in the 

extensive parklike grounds of the contemporary art 

museum, the Museu de Serralves. The array of modern 

sculptures dotted throughout the verdant gardens is 

inspiring, too – it’s really well worth setting aside at least 

half a day for exploring here.

Last but very much not least is Rem Koolhaas’ Casa 

da Música, completed in 2005 and housing multiple 

spaces for musical performances. Take a guided tour of 

this brilliant building if you’re even remotely interested 

in contemporary architecture (the best value is to buy 

a well-discounted combined entry for this tour and 

the Serralves).

Talking shop

Porto’s central fresh produce market, Mercado do Bolhão, 

is closed for major renovations at present, but the block 

or so around it is still good for browsing speciality food 

stores if that’s your favourite thing to do in a foreign city. 

For an especially well-curated display of Portuguese 

delicacies such as canned seafood, artisanal salts, olive 

oils and vinegars, head to Mercearia das Flores, which is 

just one possible shopping stop on the Rua das Flores, a 

charming pedestrianised street in the Old City. 

There is lots to choose from on Rua das Flores, but 

don’t miss the flagship store of internationally renowned 

Portuguese soap and fragrance brand Claus Porto. This 

is the place to pick up a bottle of classic old-fashioned 

cologne, or one of the modern versions that were recently 

exclusively created for the brand by British perfumer 

Lyn  Harris. Claus Porto soaps are also exceptionally 

good, and everything bears beautiful Art Nouveau- and 

Art Deco-inspired packaging.

Around the corner is Lobo Taste, which sells 

Portuguese-designed and made homewares, accessories 

and more. Also offering a range of locally crafted and 

produced items – such as contemporary ceramics and 

lovely leather bags – is local design emporium Almada 

13. For an upmarket but very cool selection of clothing 

for women and men by a range of Portuguese and 

international fashion labels, as well as some seriously 

covetable shoes, stop by The Feeting Room. And if you 

need to, take a well-earned rest from retail therapy (or 

simply ponder what to purchase) at the Combi Coffee 

outlet upstairs.

Porto also has loads of bookstores, including the 

world-famous Livraria Lello. Be prepared to queue and 

pay to get in, though, as its Art Nouveau interior served 

as inspiration for the world of JK Rowling’s Harry Potter 

novels. If you’re a bit spooked by the idea of paying to 

enter a bookshop and actually want to stock up on your 

poetry collection, go around the corner to the tiny but 

equally lovely Livraria Poetria instead.

Palatable pleasures

Again, there are loads of options for eating and drinking 

in Porto and, as in the rest of Portugal, the seafood of 

all kinds is sublimely good. At Abadia do Porto, which 

specialises in traditional Portuguese cuisine, sample 

the Bacalhau à Gomes de Sá (casserole of bacalhau [salt 

cod] with potatoes, eggs, olives, olive oil and onion). At 
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the opposite end of the foodie (and pricing) scale is 

Michelin-starred Pedro Lemos Restaurante, where 

you can expect superlative fine dining in the form of 

a multicourse tasting menu that updates and gives 

current twists to Portuguese classics. 

The Majestic Café is a wonderfully old-school 

Art Nouveau restaurant that serves a mixed crowd 

of elegantly attired locals and gawping tourists all 

day long. Break here for a mid-morning coffee – not 

inexpensive, but definitely worth it for the people- 

watching and beautiful interiors.

Next-generation bars with outdoor seating are 

also big in Porto – and why not, when the weather 

is generally so lovely? Our favourites serve simple 

food as well: at Aduela, you can enjoy superb cheese 

and charcuterie, or sardines and tomatoes on toast 

(highly recommended!), and a local beer or a Porto 

Tonicó – dry white Port with tonic water and a 

citrus twist or sprig of mint – refreshing on a warm 

afternoon. Café Candelabro serves drinks and 

coffee as well as secondhand books, and it’s a good 

idea to chat to the friendly, knowledgeable young 

staff if you’re keen to find out more about some 

unusual and up-to-the-minute Portuguese wines 

(I became an instant fan of Soalheiro Mineral Rosé).

Authentic gelato is popular in Porto at the

moment – we got our fix at Gelateria Sincelo – and  
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T H IS SPR EA D,
CLOCKW ISE FROM A BOV E

The Rem Koolhaas-designed Casa
da Música houses multiple spaces for

musical performances; an elevated
vista of sun-bathed rooftops in

the Novo de Gaia neighbourhood,
with the Douro and Old City in the

background; budget-conscious
travellers will appreciate the designer
dorms at House of Sandeman Hostel
& Suites (thehouseofsandeman.pt);
first created by artist Rafael Bordalo
Pinheiro in 1891, andorinhas – iconic
Portuguese ceramic swallows – are
a main feature in many local homes

and cafes, as they are in Pedro Lemos
Restaurante; São Bento station boasts a
majestic mural comprising 20 000 tiles;

the serene Porto Vintage Guesthouse
(portovintageguesthouse.pt); pool

with a view at The Yeatman; Gelateria
Sincelo serves up authentic gelato.

you can get a truly delicious burger (without any frills 

whatsoever) at Real Hamburgeria. For something 

unique that also includes plenty of vegetarian and 

vegan options, visit Namban Oporto Kitchen Café. 

Finally, the bars and restaurants that line the 

centrally situated Rua Picaria are all generally 

excellent. From craft beer at A Fábrica da Picaria 

to pan-Asian food at Boa-Bao and just about 

everything in between, simply make your way over 

here and window-shop the menus until you find 

something you fancy.

Sleeping beauties

Located in a quiet yet up-and-coming part of the Old 

City that places you in the heart of all things historical 

Porto is the intimate, beautifully restored Porto 

Vintage Guesthouse, where the rooms are spacious, 

and satisfyingly good breakfasts will set you up for 

a day of exploring. The Rua do Almada, in which it’s 

positioned, is a charming mix of vintage furniture

stores and old-school shops that have clearly been

doing business in the area for many years.

If you’re a wine aficionado, on the other hand,

and want to stay close to the various Port lodges on

the Novo de Gaia side of the Douro River, try The

Yeatman for a real five-star experience; there’s even

a luxurious vinotherapy spa on the premises. Also in

Vila Novo de Gaia is The House of Sandeman Hostel

& Suites, which offers both contemporary hostel-

style accommodation (very budget-friendly) as well

as a  range of conventional hotel rooms. It s on the

premises of the internationally renowned Sandeman

Port lodge, and is also an ideal spot for those aiming to

spend as much time as possible tasting Port.

Back in the Old City – right on the shopping

street of Rua da Flores – is the stylish and central

Myo Design House. The building in which it’s based

dates back to 1605, and has been tastefully restored

and updated. Accommodation is in various ‘Master

Suites’, which are like small apartments, complete

with kitchenettes and all the comforts of a real home

from home – including a babysitter, should you

need one. 

On the move

While the Metro train system doesn’t take you

everywhere, it’s a pleasure to use, and the buses are

good as well, as well as pretty easy to work out with

a bit of assistance from Google Maps. Get yourself

a  local SIM card on arrival so you have access to

mobile data that isn’t prohibitively expensive.

Uber rides are easy to come by and extremely

reasonably priced, although similar issues with

hostility from conventional taxi drivers apply here as

they do in many parts of SA. Overall, though, walking

is likely to be your best option, in spite of the fact that

Porto is almost as hilly as Lisbon – after all, walking

helps you justify all the flavourful food and drink

you’ll be consuming, too.  
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HOW TO ENTER

Visit houseandleisure.co.za/win

before 31 October 2018 and use
the keyword LGINSTAVIEW, or

download the latest version of the
Facebook app and snap the QR code

using the app’s QR code reader to
enter. For competition rules, see

houseandleisure.co.za/
terms-conditions
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competition LG 

I
One lucky reader will win an LG Electronics InstaView Door-in-Door™ 

refrigerator and NeoChef™ microwave worth R41 000

LG Electronics South Africa

LGSouthAfrica

    lgsouthafrica

orld 
renowned 
for its 
innovative 

features and premium 
design, LG Electronics 
presents the cutting-edge 
InstaView Door-in-Door™ 
refrigerator, which features 
a glass panel with state-
of-the-art technology that 
reduces cold air loss and 
illuminates when knocked 
on twice. 

A spacious Door-in-
Door™ compartment 
enables you to store 
frequently accessed snacks 
or beverages easily. LG’s 
high-grade water and 

ice-dispensing system 
means convenient access 
to ice and water without 
ever having to open the 
door, and ready-to-use 
ice is produced by the 
door-mounted Spaceplus™ 
Ice System.

Taking culinary and 
microwave ovens to a 
new level is LG’s NeoChef™ 
microwave, which combines 
convenient design with 
subtle minimalism and 
the latest Smart Inverter 
technology.

For more information, visit 
lg.com/za. Connect with LG 
Electronics on social media:

House And Leisure

houseleisureSA

 houseandleisure



O S

 
   

P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

: 
G

R
E

G
 C

O
X

 



GRAPHIC
INDUSTRIAL

Get inspired by industrial kitchens

with gleaming silver-toned finishes

and appliances.
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TH IS PAGE, CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP LEFT
1. Breville Cafe Venezia coffee machine R3 499, @home 2. Nespresso Creatista Plus coffee machine R7 500, Nespresso 3. Siria aluminium 
pendant by Faro R3 381 (33cm diameter; excludes lightbulb), Newport 4. Supernova steel in Silver R109/sheet (20×20cm; 25 sheets/m2), 
5. AluCrystal mosaic sheet in Winter Hexagon R276 (25.8×29.8cm; 13 sheets/m2) and 6. Twinkle glass mosaic sheet in Quicksilver R224 
(29.5×29.5cm; 13 sheets/m2), all Douglas Jones 7. Karbon single-lever tap with Vibrant stainless steel body R26 500, Kohler 8. Zerox U 
undermount kitchen sink by Blanco R6 299 (44×54cm), Flush Bathrooms 9. Rondo drop-in prep bowl by Franke R990, Italtile 10. Soho 

stoneware mugs by Studio W R60 each, Woolworths 11. RR39M7 1 Door with No Frost fridge R12 999 (model RR39M71407F/FA), Samsung 
12. Supreme NoFrost fridge-freezer R8 499 (0.6×1.89m), Whirlpool 13. 4-door combination fridge-freezer in Ice White R40 349, Smeg 
14. Kenwood HDP302 TriBlade hand blender R999 (800W), Yuppiechef.com 15. KitchenAid hand mixer in Metallic Silver R2 490 (85W), 

@home 16. Professional 3-ply stainless-steel stock pot R3 950 (24cm), Le Creuset.

CAFFEINE KICK

METALLIC SHEEN

FROM FRESH NEW FRIDGES TO
THE LATEST COOK'S GADGETS,
HERE ARE 76 WAYS TO UPDATE
YOUR COOKING SPACE

COMPILED BY GEMMA BEDFORTH
PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED
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ICE AGE

SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT

F O C U S  kitchens and appliances

STEEL SANWARE

SLEEK 
TOOLS
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4

YOUR OWN
DEVICES

3

4

8

5

2

1

67

11

10

TH IS PAGE, CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP LEFT
1. KitchenAid stand mixer in Blueberry R10 400 (4.8 ), Hirsch’s 2. Retro 2-slice toaster in Pastel Blue R2 649, Smeg 3. DeLonghi Icona 

vintage kettle in Baby Blue R1 589 (1.7 ), Yuppiechef.com 4. B1 kitchen and C2 table in laminate by bulthaup, and CH20 Elbow chairs by Carl 
Hansen and Son all POR, Domum 5. Toscana No-Back kitchen stool R2 796 (40×68cm; available in a variety of timber finishes), Woodbender 

6. Oasis bar stool in Shell by Atelier Oï for Moroso R11 500 (41×89cm), True Design 7. Mokka counter chair R1 299 (41×65cm), Coricraft 8. Boucle 
Multi-Use carpet in Steel Grey R479/m2, Rowley & Hughes 9. Ortun scatter cushion in Blue R249 (60×60cm), Coricraft 10. Pure cotton Jenna 

Blue 8–10-seater tablecloth in Milk/Blue R499, Poetry 11. JM Chevron blinds fabric in Haze from the Pure collection by Junkers & Müllers 
POR, The Blinds Syndicate.

GRAPHIC CONTENT

PULL UP A CHAIR

9



F O C U S kitchens & appliances

SOFTLY SCANDI 
Update traditional cabinetry with a subtle 

shade of blue and then add a classic cooker for 

a kitchen that will look chic for years to come.

HEATING UP

SURFACE INTEREST
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SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT

12

HEAVENLY BLUES

TH IS PAGE, CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP LEFT
1. 4044 Airy Concrete surface from the Metropolitan collection from R2 473/m (excludes installation), Caesarstone 2. Azul Craquelle metro tile 
R15 (0.75×15cm) and 3. Calcatta white porcelain mosaic tile R89/sheet (30.5×30.5cm; 10.75 sheets/m2), both Bathroom Bizarre 4. Herringbone 

FSC European oak flooring finished with Woca Denmark White Diamond oil R840/m2 (12.2×61cm), Oggie 5. Vougeot cooker in White by 
Lacanche from R109 000 (100cm; available in a range of finishes and range tops), Culinary Equipment Company 6. Dual Control 5-oven cooker 
in Linen POR, Aga 7. Signature Buffet casserole in Crème R3 690 (30cm), Le Creuset 8. (From left) nonstick Artisanal saucepan R429 (18cm), 
casserole R599 (24cm), milk pan R240 (14cm) and frying pan R329 (28cm), all Woolworths 9. Freestanding Symphony gas-electric cooker 
in Pastel Blue R27 249 (90cm), Smeg 10. Capri candle with stamped stainless-steel lid R995, Carrol Boyes 11. Blend Art natural matt glazed 

porcelain floor tiles R790/m2 (15×120cm), or R853/box of six tiles), Italtile 12. Original 1227 brass wall light in Dusty Blue by Anglepoise R5 506, 
Newport 13. Tall Wonky glass bottle in Blue R499, Coricraft.
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TH IS PAGE, CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP LEFT
1. HV1 basin mixer in Green by Arne Jacobsen for Vola R8 427, Still Bathrooms 2. Aluminium, steel and wood Charlotte pendant in Green R675 
(19cm diameter; excludes lightbulb), Eurolux 3. Jacintha goblet and highball glass in Teal R55 each, Poetry 4. Melamine Zanzibar Leaf platter 
R220 (38×38.5cm), Woolworths 5. (From left) Signature Round casserole R3 990 (26cm) and mini cocotte R320 (10cm), both in Deep Teal, 

Le Creuset 6. Aria Green gloss glazed ceramic wall tile R329/m2 (10×30cm), Italtile 7. Paint in Hunter’s Prairie G4-C1-1 POR, Plascon 8. Chagall 
polished marble slab R7 590/m2 (18mm thick), WOMAG 9. DeLonghi Icona vintage toaster in Olive Green R2 300 and 10. KitchenAid Artisan 

blender in Green Apple R4 500, both Hirsch’s 11. Portofino gas-electric cooker in Olive Green R43 399 (90cm), Smeg 12. Jute Pom Pom basket 
R169 (30×30cm), Superbalist 13. Classic Botanicals CB-WP-01 print from R1 995 (30×45cm), Clinton Friedman 14. Small hanging plant R4 250 
(includes basket), SHF 15. Terrazzo candleholders in Grey R329 (8×12.5cm) and Multi R279 (7.5×8cm), and Terrazzo candle tray in Black R599 
(30cm diameter), all Superbalist 16. Sensor prep bowl with terrazzo finish POR, Blu_line 17. Smooth polished slate with yellow dolomite in-situ 

terrazzo flooring R351/40kg bag, Union Tiles 18. Centro Florentine Blue glazed ceramic decor tiles R490/m2 (20×20cm), Italtile.

OVEN TO TABLE

TERRAZZO TIME

COVER STARS
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 THE
 GREENHOUSE

 EFFECT   
     Unexpectedly easy to use in the kitchen, 

tones of green – from deep forest to bright 

lime – instantly add a contemporary touch.

15

BOTANICAL FLAIR

GREEN PIECES



NATURALLY LIGHT

TH IS PAGE, CLOCKW ISE FROM TOP LEFT
1. Beechwood rolling pin R490, Le Creuset 2. Paul Hollywood beechwood mezzaluna set by Kitchen Craft R459, Yuppiechef.com 3. Theo 
timber salad bowl by Country Road R699, Woolworths 4. Java wood and rope board R400, MRP Home 5. Teak mortar and pestle R295, 

Weylandts 6. Zinkwazi pendant in Espresso R1 750, SHF 7. Haelle pendant R1 999, Coricraft 8. Zimbali pendant R1 600 (3×30cm diameter; 
excludes lightbulbs), Lighting Warehouse 9. Toulon counter chair R2 299, Coricraft 10. Wood and goat-leather Kid stool R1 750, SHF 

11. Hampton luxury vinyl tiles in Lebbeck R245 each (18.2×122cm), Belgotex 12. Rustic Graymist FSC European Oak flooring from the Classico 
range, pre-finished with Woca Denmark UV oil from R857/m2 (19×190cm), Oggie 13. Colorart light matt glazed porcelain tiles R690/m2 

(15×120cm), Italtile 14. Thermowood shutter POR, Taylor Blinds 15. Solitaire unit in solid oak POR, bulthaup 16. Round two-pack wall-mount 
shelves in White R260 (for set of two), MRP Home 17. Fitted kitchen fronts in Pastel Oak POR, Schmidt 18. Damara sideboard in steel and solid 

oak with walnut veneer by Anna Weylandt and Anelle Mostert R19 170 (0.46×1.95m), Weylandts.

HARD-WORKING FINISHES

TIMBER LAND
Wood is a favourite material for modern 

kitchens, and no wonder: it imparts a soft 

warmth and organic texture.

STOW IT
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Master glass sculptor David Reade takes the elegant vessel to new 

heights with his Glacier vase R12 750 (23×33.5cm). okha.com

GOLD RUSH
Ready for a pop of 

contemporary colour? 

This Chair with Armrest 

Capsule (POR; 58×74cm) 

does the trick. 

kare-johannesburg.co.za

OH SIT DOWN
For a sturdy seating option on the patio or 

in the lounge, invest in a Weaved Bench 

in Natural and White (R4 000), made from 

Asiatic Eco wood and rattan. shf.co.za

BIG BLUE
Teals and washed navy pull together in a living-room look that is anything but watered down:

Uptown four-seater sofa (from R64 940; 0.89×2.8m) and Edito armchair (far right; from R31 330;

67×71cm), both by Sacha Lakic; Metallica End tables from R34 260 each; 35×75cm) and Metallica

Pedestal table (from R24 980; 35×55cm), all by Luigi Gorgoni – illuminated by an Ekilibr floor lamp

by Gaetan Coulaud (from R57 520; 2×2.3m). Prices exclude delivery. roche-bobois.com

COMPILED BY ROSALYND WATSON
PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED

PETROL BLUES PAIR WITH NEUTRAL HUES

IN WELL-CRAFTED, TEXTURAL PIECES THAT

WORK THEIR MAGIC – INSIDE AND OUT

 EQUALLY AT HOME 

 AT THE POOL, IN THE 

 KITCHEN OR KIDS’ 

 ROOMS, THE MARINA 

RUG (1.22×1.83M OR

R12 675/M ) IS

HANDMADE FROM

PERENNIALS YARN

TO WITHSTAND ALL

ENVIRONMENTS: IT’S

HIGHLY DURABLE,

SOFT TO THE TOUCH

AND REPELS STAINS.

THERUGCOMPANY.COM

 CUT GLASS 

COTTON ON
This woven 

stool in Charcoal 

(R1 000) presents 

the perfect perch 

for party stragglers. 

mrphome.com

BLURRED LINES
The Indigo Organic glass tray 

(R2 495) is bound to brighten

up your space. weylandts.co.za
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CELEBRATE THE LONGER, MORE CAREFREE DAYS

WITH DURABLE WARM-WEATHER ACCESSORIES

 SOAK UP THE SUN ON THE GIBARA 

 TAUPE LOUNGER (R4 800), WHOSE 

 RUST-RESISTANT QUALITY – THANKS 

 TO ITS POWDER-COATED ALUMINIUM 

 AND TEXTILENE  BODY – ENSURES 

 MINIMAL MAINTENANCE. 

 PATIOWAREHOUSE.CO.ZA 

COMPILED BY ROSALYND WATSON PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED

IT’S A WRAP
Picking up on the hues of Italy’s aquamarine coastal waters, a pure cotton

Amalfi Stripe beach towel (R430) is an essential for languid afternoons spent

poolside or at the beach. woolworths.com

CALIFORNIA DREAMING 
The versatile, contemporary 

Neutra rug (from R28 297; 

1.22×1.83m) was inspired by 

desert modernism and crafted 

using Perennials solution-dyed 

acrylic technology, leaving it able 

to handle all the elements while 

remaining easy on the feet and 

resistant to stains.

therugcompany.com

These sturdy plastic Bright tumblers
(R60 for four) are as outdoor-friendly 

as they come. woolworths.co.za

CLINK CLINK
With its robust body and frosted 

glass surfaces, the Salone drinks 

trolley in White (R3 999) 

is a sophisticated and 

handy helper for pre-

dinner sundowners. 

mobelli.co.za

 BOTTOMS UP   

SILVER 
SERVICE 
Make a pair of 

Slice salad servers 

(R949 for set of two) 

your go-to for dishing up 

delectable salads al fresco. 

carrolboyes.com

F O C U S  news

SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT
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   SOFT LANDING

Alfredo Häberli’s Take

a Line for a Walk

revolving armchair

in Divina 3836 Light

Blue for Moroso

(POR) features a

wraparound shell

that offers a delicious

escape from the

outside world.

truedesign.co.za

LOOKING FOR

A RUG THAT

S IN ALMOST

WHERE? THE

TASSEL JUTE

ET IN BLACK

ANDLOOMED

NISH (R2 595;

7×2.4M) HAS

OU COVERED.

NDTS.CO.ZA

TRIPLE SCORE 
Textured Stripe scatters 
in yellow, stone or 
light blue (R250 each; 
40×60cm) adapt easily 
to most colour schemes. 
woolworths.co.za

FOR THE BEST IN R&R, COMBINE COMFOR

WITH NATURAL FINISHES AND TACTILE

YET FUNCTIONAL EXTRAS

COMPILED BY ROSALYND WATSON PHOTOGRAPHS SUPP

Nature delivers in the Abaca
Interlink stool (R1 995; 
44×45cm), handwoven 
from abaca fibre and 
rattan over an iron frame. 
weylandts.co.za

GRASS
ROOTS

PAPER 
PLANES
Part of the 

Chic Structures 

collection, this 

contemporary-luxe 

vinyl wall covering 

in CH4008 (R1 098/

roll; 53cm×10m) 

marries subtle 

lines of gold with 

duck-egg blue.

hertex.co.za

BEST OF THE BUNCH
So much more than just a lighting 

fixture, the iron and glass Parabola 

lamp in Smoke Grey (R22 995; 

50×65cm) becomes a striking 

focal point in any living space. 

weylandts.co.za

THIS WAY AND THAT
In a soothing neutral palette, the Clancy reversible duvet set (from R1 295; three-quarter) 

makes a subtle contribution with embroidered pastel stripes, leaving room for a bright throw 

or scatter. Turn it over for a fun geo embroidery-look print in yellow. linenhouse.co.za
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IT’S ALL ABOUT CALMING, MUTED

COLOURS AND ORGANIC ADD-ONS IN

THIS SERENE SANCTUARY

F O C U S  news
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PRIDE OF PLACE
With the Circle Handle 

wooden tray (R699) you 

can display all your 

bath-time essentials 

in style. 

woolworths.co.za THREE’S 
COMPANY 

Thanks to Perrin 

and Rowe’s modern 

Triflow technology, 

the Metis Sink mixer 

with filtration delivers 

hot, cold and filtered 

water through three 

dedicated waterways 

(R12 300). victorian

bathrooms.co.za

TOUCH OF GLASS
Striking in its absolute minimalism, the Spun Glass basin in Translucent Dusk (POR; 

available to order) is a versatile piece of design that will be right at home in any bathroom. 

Choose between drop-in or above-counter installation. africa.kohler.com

 ADD SURFACE 

 INTEREST WITH 

 STATEMENT 

 WALLCOVERINGS 

 SUCH AS 

 KALEIDOSCOPE 

 IN GLACIER 

 FROM THE 

 RUVIDO COLLECTION 

 (R5 486/9M ROLL), 

 WHICH BOASTS A 

 SPARKLING MICA- 

 CHIP FINISH. 

 HERTEX.CO.ZA 

The space-age finish of the
Cut Surface light in Smoke 

(R11 804) changes to reveal a 
translucent gem when switched 

on. cremadesign.co.za

 CRYSTAL CLEAR 

REFLECT 
ON THIS
A faceted design 

lends an ornamental 

touch to the eye-

catching Grace 

Round mirror 

(R11 995).

lagrangeinteriors.

com

BASKET CASE
Storage can be effortless with Paperweave 

Braid Utility baskets (from R399; medium).

mrphome.co.za

SEE IT. SCAN IT. SHOP IT
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B U Y E R S ’  G U I D E 

COMPETITION TERMS
AND CONDITIONS
For full competition terms and conditions,
visit houseandleisure.co.za/terms-conditions.

While all product information was checked
before going to print, House and Leisure
cannot guarantee that prices will not change
or that products will be available at the time
of publication.

@home home.co.za

Aga agaliving.co.za 

Bathroom Bizarre bathroom.co.za

Bay-One For Africa bay.one

Belgotex belgotex.co.za

Blu Line blu-line.co.za 

bulthaup domum.bulthaup.com

Caesarstone caesarstone.co.za

Carrol Boyes carrolboyes.com

Cécil and Boyd cecileandboyds.com

Clinton Friedman clintonfriedman.com

Coricraft coricraft.co.za

Créma cremadesign.co.za 

Culinary Equipment Company 

culinary.co.za 

Delos delos.co.za

Domum domum.co.za

Douglas and Douglas 

 douglasanddouglas.co.za

Douglas Jones douglasjones.co.za

Egg Designs eggdesigns.co.za

Eurolux eurolux.co.za

Fineandfabulous.co.za 

fineandfabulous.co.za

Flush Bathrooms flushbathrooms.co.za

Generation generationdesign.co.za

Gonsenhausers Fine Rugs finerugs.co.za

Haus by Hertex hertexhaus.co.za 

Hertex hertex.co.za

Hirsch’s hirschs.co.za

House and Leisure Shop 

shop.houseandleisure.co.za

Italtile italtile.co.za

James Mudge jamesmudge.co.za

KARE Design kare-johannesburg.co.za

Kohler africa.kohler.com

LIM lim.co.za

La Grange Interiors 

lagrangeinteriors.co.za

Le Creuset lecreuset.co.za  

Lighting Warehouse 

lightingwarehouse.co.za

Limeline limeline.co.za

Linen House linenhouse.co.za

MRP Home mrphome.com

Mezzanine mezzanineinteriors.co.za

Mobelli mobelli.co.za

Mohair Mill Shop mohairmillshop.com

Nespresso za.buynespresso.com

Newport newport.co.za

Oggie oggieflooring.com

Okha okha.com

Patio Warehouse patiowarehouse.co.za

Pezula Interiors pezulainteriors.co.za

Plascon plascon.com

Poetry poetrystores.co.za

Roche Bobois roche-bobois.com

Rowley & Hughes 

rowleyandhughes.co.za

SHF shf.co.za

Samsung samsung.com/za

Schmidt schmidt-sa.co.za

Smeg smeg.co.za

Still Bathrooms stillbathrooms.co.za

Superbalist superbalist.com

Taylor Blinds taylorblinds.co.za

The Blinds Syndicate luminosblinds.co.za

The Cotton Company 

thecottoncompany.co.za

The Ordinary theordinary.com

The Rug Company 

therugcompany.com

True Design truedesign.co.za

Union Tiles uniontiles.co.za

Victorian Bathrooms 

victorianbathrooms.co.za

WOMAG womag.co.za

Weylandts weylandts.co.za

Whirlpool whirlpool.co.za

Woodbender woodbender.co.za

Woolworths woolworths.co.za

Yuppiechef.com yuppiechef.com

STOCKISTS
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S T Y L E  P R O F I L E

Inveterate traveller.

Retail guru

plays an important part of who 

I am and what I value. My next dream 

holiday is Bawah Island in Indonesia. It 

ticks my box of ‘lost on a deserted island, 

totally cut off from the world’. If money was

no object, I would treat myself to a Watsu 

massage every day. I am reading The Widow

Clicquot: the Story of the Champagne 

Empire and the Woman Who Ruled It by 

Tilar J Mazzeo (HarperCollins), and 

listening to Talking Timbuktu by Ali Farka

Touré with Ry Cooder. It is a gritty tribute

to journeys and Africa. I hate it when 

people are pretentious or snobby. I’m into

connecting with people in a genuine, 

heartfelt way. I am definitely not scared to

try new things, places or foods. Adventure

is my addiction. If I could change one 

thing about South Africa it would be more 

job creation through traditional crafts. 

After all my travels I realise that SA is 

truly a land of opportunity… People in 

this country are creative and willing to 

find these opportunities if given 

the means.  thestorer.co

of South African red wine. The best advice 

I’ve ever received is to concentrate on 

the finer details, the things people can’t 

see but feel. ‘Surprise and delight’ is my 

motto. Craft is the future. It connects us 

with what it means to create. The one thing 

no one knows about me is that I am both 

creative and analytical. As much as I 

love the design element of what I do, I also 

love the business and financial side. Every 

decorator should forget what they know 

and listen to the room: it speaks volumes 

on what it needs. Decorate from the 

heart, not from what is trending. My go-to 

comfort food is pasta. I always travel with 

my mohair blanket, leather slippers and 

Bose headphones. One trip I’ll never forget 

was to Siem Reap, Cambodia. I watched the 

sun rise over Angkor Wat, and its stillness 

and beauty at dawn is tactile. From my 

travels I always bring back a piece of 

jewellery unique to the country, steeped in 

tribal or cultural origins. Every time I wear 

that piece I am transported back to that 

place and its maker. The journey of objects 

I am the founder and creative director 

of the lifestyle brand The Storer, an 

artisanal concept store based at 44 

Stanley in Milpark, Johannesburg. We 

stock beautiful pieces from artisans and 

community projects around the world. 

Each piece carries the story of its maker 

and the journey it has taken to reach the 

store. I believe a store needs to engage all 

the senses. Our main drive has been to 

focus on reigniting the customer’s tactile 

experience. A store should also have an 

ever-evolving personality. I like what I do 

because I get to travel to remote villages 

around the world and sit with inspiring 

artisans who tell me their centuries-old 

stories over a traditional meal with their 

community. Their tales are both humbling 

and inspiring. The worst aspects of my 

job are the long layovers, delayed flights 

or luggage lost on trips to these far-flung 

places. It’s not an easy task getting to 

places worth going to. For the most part 

I can’t speak the language, which I suppose 

makes it a true adventure. Design in South 

Africa has become far more focused on 

our cultural heritage and how we can 

make use of our unique arts to find our 

own handwriting. We are more honest 

and truthful with the resources we have 

locally and this is uplifting. I wish I had 

bought more Tuareg tribal jewellery 

pieces on my last trip to Morocco. Their 

jewellery designs are talismans for good 

fortune and protection against the harsh 

elements. Each piece is engraved by hand 

and passed down within the family, from 

one generation to the next. The best views 

in South Africa are in the Karoo. I love 

the silence as the sun sets over the arid 

landscape. When I’m tired I need to refuel 

in nature. Being outdoors with the sun on 

my face is grounding. My kitchen cupboard 

staples are basil, olives, heirloom tomatoes 

and avocados… complemented by a glass 

 LISA
 STORER
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